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rWhy wait for a holiday? 

Thoughtfulness is anytime , 
and you can make anytime 
a special occasion 


A gift basket of fine wine , fancy 
cheeses and gourmet selections 
(size and quantity to your speci¬ 
fications) can say a lot: "Thanks for 
a favor"; "Just thinking about you"; 

"Congratulations ." 

Come in to the Wine Barrel and make 
your choices . You can count on the 
quality - and you 1 11 be happily sur¬ 
prised just how inexpensive it is to 
say hello to a friend . No special 
occasion required ... 



Exquisite California & 
Imported Wines 


Manor Market 

Bishop's finest foods and spirits • Imports • 3100 West Line Street 


THE 
WINE 
BARREL 
DELI 
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LONE PINE FIRE 

A health department report offers 
revealing insights into its causes. 


T ""NEWS -) 
LETTER) 


A News Alternative 
Eastern Sierra News Service 


The Inyo and Mono News-Letter, 
formerly The Inyo County News-Letter, 
is a publication of 
Eastern Sierra News Service, and 
it is published at offices located 
at 536 North Edwards Street in 
Independence, California. 

Telephones: (714) 878-2381 and 878-2582 
Mono County: 934-2393 


Inyo County staff: 
John Heston, editor 
Benett Kessler 
Patricia Duncan 



MONO GRAND JURY 

Supervisor Hanson (Cover) denies 
the accusations; he'll run again. 



NEWS BRIEFS 

Water meter issue prompts a 
customer strike; and a new kind of 
malaise at Mammoth Airport. 



THORNBURGH CASE 

They found the rancher's body, but 
the case is far from over. 



WALLY’S VIEW 

The Mountain Muckraker reincarnates 
as a noisy new News-Letter feature. 


Mono County: ■ 
Wally Charleston £ 

Contributing photo ® 
and editorial staff: ■ 
Mike Moroch, Bishop ■ 
David Smith, Los Angeles ■ 
James R. Smith, New York, Independence ■ 
Faith Moore, Lone Pine, Independence ■ 
Susan Sorrells, Death Valley area ■ 



BACK TO THE 
WOODPILE 

Does energy really grow on trees? 


All correspondence, including 
readers' letters to the 
Forum Page, should be 
mailed to PO Box 531 or 275 
Independence, Cal. 93526 

Eastern Sierra News Service is 
owned and operated by John Heston, 
Benett Kessler and Patricia 
Duncan. In both Inyo and 
Mono Counties, 
ESNS represents the following 
news organizations: 
ABC Channel 7 Eyewitness News 
The Associated Press 
Radio KIOQ-FM 100 
and other media outlets. 



NOTES FROM B.K. 

Hot-tub item: B.K. was "stripoed 
down to her goose bumps" when the 
fun-killer came along to scare her. 
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MM-M-M-M....GREAT ! 



OLD FASHIONED ' 
RIBS, CHICKEN, BEEF 


FOR A PLATE OR 
A PLANELOAD.... 



Catering service 


NE WON'T 
PAY! 

How about 
you? 

•The Concerned Citizens Committee of the 
Owens Valley met at Lone Pine and voted 
to initiate a metered water rate payers' 
strike. The members of the CCC Board 
agreed, and they have asked committee 
members to agree, that they will pay 
no more than the "flat rate" for water 
when water bills from the Department of 
Hater and Power arrive in February. 

The proposed strike will be encouraged 
in the communities of Lone Pine, Big 
Pine, Independence and Laws, and water 
users - DWP customers - will soon re¬ 
ceive a letter further explaining the 
strike and its goals. 

•The Concerned Citizens Committee and its 
supporters throughout Inyo will need the 
moral and active support of DWP customers 
everywhere. 

•We need your support. We won't pay. How 
about you? 

Concerned If you want to help in our protest please call: Lillian 

C1 1 1 zens Nelson (Box 304) at 938-2208 in Big Pino; write to Box 

Committee 366 in Independence or phone 876-5660 (Box 617) in 
Lone Pine. 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 

IN THE ALABAMAS, 

A BEST BUY : 

A three-bedroom home beautifully (profes¬ 
sionally) decorated. Its design, decor 
and setting make it perfect for gracious 
living and entertaining. 1 3/4 baths, 
formal dining room, family room, custom 
cabinets and much more....$129,000. 

.and another great buy : 

Under construction on three acres in the 
Alabama Hi 11s...Buy now and contractor 
will finish to your specifications. 

_ Call 876-4121 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 

Pat Roberts, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 

® We’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 




EXPERT 

UPHOLSTERING 

BY 

TERRY 


CFendon ^Furniture 1 e 5 
iFpholsterij Company B1SHOP 




HUmhuI 

CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO • 


NOVA ■ MONZA ■ CHEVETTE • CORVETTE ■ WAGO^^^^^^l 


MILLER 

j.. .before you bu; 

1935 MAIN STREET 

L0NI 

CHEVROLET 

Telephone 876-5551 

PINI 
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A HEALTH DEPARTMENT REPORT OFFERS A POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR THE LONE PINE FIRE 

O f a possible, barely-passing health department rating of "80/' the newly-purchased Si¬ 
erra Trails Restaurant at Lone Pine had managed to score only a "49the week before 
it erupted in a grease fire and burned to the ground. County Health Inspector Louis 
Mannatt had given the owner two weeks to correct what he called ’’numerous violations” of 
Inyo’s food-handling regulations. 


Among those violations were 
listed heavy accumulations of 
grease on the restaurant’s 
equipment, walls and floor. As 
fire inspectors later sifted 
through the burned out wreck¬ 
age and debris that had been 
the Sierra Trails, it was 
thought that the grease - par¬ 
ticularly that which had gath¬ 
ered over a long period of 
time in a kitchen hood filter 
had been at least one cause of 
the fire's rapid and uncontrol- 
able spread. 

The exact cause of the fire 
was still undetermined last 
week, but after talks with em¬ 
ployees, the investigators 
managed to put it all together 
this way: Only about a half- 
hour before the blaze broke 
out a repairman had been in¬ 
stalling a new element in a 
deep fryer. Restaurant Manag¬ 
er Bill Hall said the fire 
erupted shortly after the re¬ 
pairman completed the instal¬ 
lation and departed. The cook, 
Jensen Teruya, was involved in 
a brisk morning breakfast 
trade, and the dishwasher was 
the first to notice the flam¬ 
ing deep fryer. 

The dishwasher, a Mexican 


national, spoke no english. 

He was unable to voice his 
discovery of the fire. So he 
wildly gestured to get atten¬ 
tion. But the fire flared up¬ 
ward through a hood and ven¬ 
tilating system and, finding 
fresh fuel in the accumulation 
of grease, burned explosively. 
Manager Hall, who also oper¬ 
ates the High Country restaur¬ 
ant, arrived with two more ex¬ 
tinguishers, but the fire was 
already into the space between 
the ceiling and roof, burning 
rapidly and generating a blas¬ 
ting heat. 

"I was in the restaurant 
with some friends,” said one 
patron. "We heard some com¬ 
motion back in the kitchen - 
and then the people (employ¬ 
ees) came and asked us to 
leave." A waitress was report¬ 
ed to have attempted a call 
to the sheriff’s department, 
but either the line was busy 
or there had been a mis-dial 
or an equipment failure. Sev¬ 
eral seconds passed before 
the fire alarm could go out. 

There was to have been a 
follow-up inspection of the 
restaurant on January 18. 
Health Inspector Mannatt said 


that the department's "80" - 
maintained by most Inyo restaur¬ 
ants, was barely enough for 
an owner to secure a food hand¬ 
ling permit, but most owners 
usually correct violations in 
the specified time. 

The restaurant's owner, Thom 
Bohan had been ill with a case 
of influenza when the fire 
broke out. He was in bed at a 
local motel room. Later, he 
announced plans to- rebuild af¬ 
ter an insurance settlement. 

The restaurant was built 
some 40 years ago and opened 
as the Sierra Restaurant. For 
the past 10 years the restaur¬ 
ant, completely remodelled and 
renamed Sierra Trails, was op¬ 
erated by Ron and Eileen 
Steele. Escrow on the purchase 
(a reported $750,000) had 
closed in December and the 
Steeles had moved to another 
restaurant operation they own¬ 
ed at Victorville. 

The Trails employees were 
job hunting. Manager Hall said 
he had hired the cook at the 
nearby High Country, and that 
others would be hired as job 
openings occurred. 

Photos: Benett Kessler, 

.John Heston, Faith Moore 


COVER- 

The Sierra 


Firemen pour water on the furiously burning restaurant at Lone Pine 

Grease in a flue and a health department rating of "49” 















Burned 
out of 
their jobs 


For a photo re¬ 
port of another 
fire incident, 
B.K.'s Notes, 
P. 39-40 


Waitresses, a cook (center foreground), 
and a dishwasher, joined crowds on sidewalks 
and watched their jobs go up in smoke . Jobs are scarce 









m 



Bureaucrats and politicians - and sometimes just plain folks - learned a long time 
ago that they could make a bad situation look better by calling it something other 
than what it is. They acquired whole new vocabularies - usually vocabularies that 
either lie or intentionally distort, or, worse still, say nothing at all when some¬ 
thing needs to be said. Vocabularies in short that are self-serving. Now in Inyo 
County we have a new "code" word. It is 

"LIMITED GROWTH" 

In two surveys the population here has expressed a majority view of being strongly 
in favor of "limited growth." And now the NO-GROWTH people, hoping to confuse that 
majority, have replaced their real view (NO GROWTH), by telling folks that they are 
in favor of "limited growth," just like they are. The No-growth people, recognizing 
the county's real need for low-cost housing, are afraid to death of it (Nobody knows 
why for sure), but they tell people they "favor" low-cost housing. They go before 
governmental boards and planning hearings and block every project for low-cost hous¬ 
ing by claiming there is too much "high density." And now, the No-growth people are 
even managing to stack some of those boards with their own "planners." Why do they 
do this? Because they already have secure jobs and substantial homes; now that they 
are safely "in," they want to close the gate to everyone else. Your own job, your 
own future home, now seems to be in their hands, and growth is no longer limited; 

It is firmly BLOCKED. The solution: The next time you vote, or talk to a public of¬ 
ficial, or get stopped by one of these "limited growth" people, let them know you 
understand something about plain English. 


"Limited Growth" or 
"Controlled Growth" 

New translation 
(from the Bureau¬ 
crats r and Do-Good¬ 
ers 1 New Unabashed 
Dictionary) .* Any 
"growth” that is 
totally blocked or 
restricted (Syn.: 
Stagnation), or . 
that is the exclus¬ 
ive right of an e- 
litist or favored 
few and their cro- 
ni es . 
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In the 
Mono 
furor: 
District 
attorney 
Ed Denton, 
upper 
left, and 
his attor¬ 
ney, 
Bradley 
Brunon, 
left. 

At right: 
Deputy 
Attorney 
General 
Paul Bish¬ 
op. 

Bel ow: 
Josephine 
Pool and 
Attorney 
Frank 
Fowles. 



Official misconduct? 

GENE HANSON DENIES THE GRAND JURY'S 
ACCUSATIONS - AND ANNOUNCES HIS 
PLANS TO RUN FOR RE-ELECTION 

T HE FUROR IN MONO was subsiding somewhat 
at month's end, and Gene Hanson seemed 
more than willing - perhaps even eager 
- to answer his critics. In December, Han¬ 
son, a Mono County supervisor, and the Mo¬ 
no district attorney, Ed Denton, had been 
accused of involvement in what appeared to 
be a serious conflict-of-interest issue in 
the matter of the county's purchase of the 
Mammoth-June Lake Airport. But now Hanson 
was exuding confidence, denying the accus¬ 
ations , and going even further: He would 
also run for re-election to his office. In 
that effort y he apparently had some support, 
especially from other supervisors whose own 
political futures might be on the line. On 
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GOLD 

& 

SILVER 

Coins, Jewelry! 

Prices are high for gold 
and silver. We 
pay top-dollar over 
the counter, cash, for 
what you have! 

DON LEAKE CO. 

Custom-made wedding rings 
and jewelry 


103 N. MAIN 
BISHOP 


873-6980 


answering the grand jury accus¬ 
ations. I'll call you back at 
noon." 

But the later call was 
never made; in the interim, 
Kessler had called Attorney 
Smith at Bishop to get details 
of the "objection," mentioning 
that she had earlier talked to 
Hanson. By mid-morning, Han¬ 
son's wife, Mimi, was on the 
line to the news service: 

"Gene's lawyer," she said, "cal¬ 
led to suggest that Gene not 
make any statements at this 
time." 

"Fine," said Kessler,"but 
let him know that we'll be hap¬ 
py to hear any comments he may 
have in the future." 

"We're not worried about 
the accusations," said Ms. Han¬ 
son, "...but it has been diffi¬ 
cult for us...." 

And the district attorney, 
Denton, had been contacted over 
the weekend. Denton had been 
accused by the grand jury of a 
kind of dereliction of duty - 
the jurors felt that as dis¬ 
trict attorney, Denton should 
have known of the alleged con¬ 
flict of interest and according¬ 
ly should have advised the coun¬ 
ty administration against the 
airport purchase. Denton, by 
no means a man unacquainted with 
the intricate interworkings of 



GREAT DINING 


SALAD BAR 
& SOUP 

DAILY SPECIALS 

Includes soup or salad bar & hot bread 

MONDAY—MEAT LOAF with vegetables 

and home fries; and an original recipe 

TUESDAY—STEW 

A vegetable and meat potpourri 

WEDNESDAY— THURSDAY 
SPECIAL FROM THE STEAMER 
CRAB LEGS 

FRIDAY—TROUT 
THE MOGUL RAINBOW 

A large boneless trout lightly marinated 

CHICKEN 

Marinated boneless breast of chicken 


MONO FAVORITE 


Located on Mammoth Tavern Rd. directly 
behind Safeway. 


SATURDAY—NEW YORK STEAK 

Nothing changed but the price 

SUNDAY—SWISS STEAK a la Josephine 
Peppers, tomatoes, onions and home fries 

FRIDAY— TUESDAY- 

VEGETABLE PLATE 

A variety of vegetables freshly steamed with 
your choice of butter sauce or cheese 

No. 10 Mammoth Tavern Road 
934-3039 
Open Daily 

5 pm Reservations 

Beer & wine. ^/\ accepted. 



publicity in legal proceedings, 
was open to questions, but he 
pointed out that under the cir¬ 
cumstances it would be improper 
to comment at this time - not at 
least until the case was settled 

Attorney Smith was some¬ 
what more open in his own talk 
with reporter Kessler: 

Kessler: In essence, what 
do your objections say? 

Smith: In general, it's 
an objection to the grand jury 
accusations - on the grounds 
that the evidence before the 
grand jury was not sufficient 
to establish the facts in the 

accusations; not sufficient ev¬ 
idence before the grand jury 

that they could reasonably be¬ 
lieve that there was any crime 
or corruption on the part of 
the officials. He (Hanson)own¬ 
ed five percent of the stock in 
the corporation. Before the 
board considered the purchase, 
he divested himself of interest 
in the airport. He transferred 
the stock. 

Kessler: It has been ru¬ 
mored to me that he turned o- 
ver the stock to relatives...." 

Smith: Oh, you mean 
Schiller? No, he's not a mem¬ 
ber of Hanson's family." 

Kessler: I had been told 
that he transferred some stock 
to a son-in-law.... 

Smith: He did not trans¬ 
fer the stock to a relative. 

Then, as an afterthought, 
Smith said, "Even if he had, I 
wouldn't see anything wrong 
with that... that's the way I 
think." 

Such fine points of law, 
and such interpretations there¬ 
of, may - finally - determine 
the outcome of the explosive 
grand jury report. Hanson sup¬ 
porters in Mono County suggest 
that more than a few public of¬ 
ficials have "divested" them¬ 
selves of interest in various 
vusinesses as their office de¬ 
manded it: Did not the Presi¬ 
dent himself turn over his pea¬ 
nut business to family members? 

But the finer technical¬ 
ities were lost upon others in 
the Mono communities: The grand 
jury report had only served to 
fuel burning resentments - and 
the suspicions that "something" 
was wrong at Bridgeport. Clear¬ 
ly there had been controversy 
involving the Mammoth airport 
properties - and now there was 
a clear target upon which to 
aim: Hanson. Some in Mammoth 
claimed that the grand jury 
"has only scratched the surface" 

Meanwhile, the two offic¬ 
ials continued to conduct busi¬ 
ness as usual. Refusing to 
break tradition, the other sup- 
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Supervisors at hearing 

Taait support 


ervisors even saw fit to name 
Hanson as chairman of the board, 
and some of them had attended 
one of the early hearings in 
the case, as much perhaps to 
provide a tacit support as out 
of any mere curiosity. 

Courthouse observers also 
say that some board members 
hold an attitude of resentment 
for Attorney General's man,Paul 
Bishop, who is prosecuting the 


case. And the Board has not 
completely dismissed the idea 
of paying for Hanson's and Den¬ 
ton's defense... although there 
has not been definitive support 
for such an idea. 

Meanwhile, DA Denton is 
still on the job. He's prose¬ 
cuting Josephine Pool's case. 
She,of course, is charged with 
nine counts of embezzlement of 
county hospital funds. Mrs. 

Pool is the wile of former Mono 
road commissioner, Dick Pool 
(He resigned as of Dec. 31st). 

Mrs. Pool's attorney, 

Frank Fowles, said that"the 
plea is anticipated to be not 
guilty." Fowles had waived a 
pre-liminary hearing. Mrs. 

Pool was expected to be arraign¬ 
ed in Superior court Jan. 25th. 

It has been reported that 
around $75,000 was taken from 
hospital funds. 

Mr. Pool is now employed 
with Glidden Engineering. Mrs. 
Pool, out on her own recogni¬ 
zance, reportedly has been liv- 
in in Nevada. 

Many questions remain 
unanswered in the two cases. 

The February hearings on Hanson 
and Denton may provide a few 
answers. Until then, neither 
Hanson and his lawyer, nor Ed 
Denton can say much more. ■ 


AUTO 
PARTS & 
SALES 

I- THREE LOCA TIONS -1 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



Where Service Comes First 


SKI-AREA-SHUTTLE 

• AIRPORT SERVICE 

• HOTEL PICK-UP 

• TOURS 


FasMrans to and from 
a nyplace in the area 

Ride in safe comfort 


HP TAXI 


PHONE 


934-2393 


MAMMOTH 

LAKES 



WE’RE OUT TO 
FRAME YOU 


In the nicest way. 


with UMDTTiGI high-fashion frames — the ultimate in 
innovative styling, superb taste, fine quality. 


Choose from a vast selection: classic, contemporary, 
conservative, or casual. lyxomoi has the style you 
want — for the look you want. 


ask for 



OPTICS, INC. 


873-7740 oTILHSM Uf, 

©PTICAL 


(LA MONTANA PIAZA - KHINO SAFCWAY) 

157 SHORT ST. BISHOP 
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- News briefs 


INYO AND MONO COUNTIES 


MONO IS $46 COLDER THAN INYO; CRIME IS DOWN IN INYO, BUT THEY’RE 
"THE BANK YOU DON'T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT" PAYS OFF HANDSOMELY; AN 


NOT SURE YET IN MONO; 
INYO WATER-USER STRIKE. 


The 1979 statistics.: 

Crime "down," mishaps "up" 

THE RUN-DOWN FOR 1979 had 
both good and bad news. "Crime" 
was down, at least it was in 
Inyo County, and "accidents" 
were up in the two-county area. 

The fact that criminal re¬ 
ports indicated a decline in 
most crime in 1979 was itself a 
puzzler after several years of 
steady increases. Inyo's Sher¬ 
iff Floyd Barton said he is an¬ 
alyzing the situation, but he 
expressed a hunch that the drop 
may be due "to the economy." 

And that hunch is strange, too. 
In most areas when "the econo¬ 
my" takes a dive, crimes aga¬ 
inst property seem to increase. 
"We'll get a traffic count," 
said Barton, "and if there is 
a decrease in that then we 
could say that the economy - 
the gasoline crunch - has bro¬ 
ught crime down." The statement 


seemed to imply that people 
travelling through the area are 
responsible for many of Inyo's 
thefts and other crimes against 
property. 

In Mono County, the sheriff's 
office is still at work on its 
statistical report for the re¬ 
cent year, and no figures are 
immediately available. 

Barton who is a philosophi¬ 
cal hard-liner in criminal con¬ 
trol, says he also thinks that 
courts have had something to 
do with the apparent decrease. 

He said that Inyo's courts are • 
handing out tougher sentences 
for convictions. Another de¬ 
terrent: Inyo's new program de¬ 
signed (with the help of some 
sophisticated electronics) to 
stop "trail-head" burglaries. 
Barton said that the program, 
which was publicized, may have 
ended the hey-day of car burg¬ 
lars who stole valuable and 
salable articles from cars and 
recreation vehicles that had 
been left parked at trail heads 


while their owners hiked into 
camping areas. Far fewer reports 
of such thefts (cameras, sport¬ 
ing equipment, radios, etc.) 
were turned in in 1979. 

The only area in which an 
increase was indicated was that 
of crimes against people. As¬ 
sault was a common crime - 112 
of them in Inyo in 1978, and a 
dozen-or-so more - 125 - in 
'79. "All responses,"he said, 
were down by at least two per¬ 
cent. Barton's estimate of cri¬ 
minal activity concerning re¬ 
sidents and transients is a 
ratio of about 30%, both vic¬ 
tims and perpetrators, with the 
home folks responsible - or 
victimized - by the other 70 
percent of crimes. 

On Inyo and Mono highways, 
traffic deaths were up in 1979, 
but not much. From his office 
at Bishop, Lt. Howard Hurlbut 
said that 27 people died in 
Inyo traffic deaths, three 
more than in '78. And in Mono 
County, CHP Officer Ray Messex- 


Now: "FLOWERS ON FRIDAY" - Start the weekend beautifull y with cut flowers under $5! 




For home and offi 
You’ll love them — like we do! 
























er said that 11 people died, 
one more than in 1978. 

In Inyo, traffic accidents 
numbered well over one a day - 
about 500 in all in 1979. In 
those mishaps some 350 people 
were injured. At least 56 of 
the reported accidents were 
directly related to alcohol con¬ 
sumption. And in Mono there were 
nearly as many accidents - 460 
that left 275 people injured. 

Of those accidents, 28 were al¬ 
cohol related. 

Officers in both counties 
were in complete agreement on 
the one prime basic cause of 
highway accidents - speed. And 
officers in both counties were 
also in agreement on what to 
do about the situation: Aban¬ 
don California 1 s archaic law 
that prohibits officers from 
using radar, a proven means of 
slowing down violators. 

****** 


and its multi-millions in 
assets, no less in the minds 
of scores of local Inyo-Mono 
Bank investors who stand to 
earn something like $50 a 
share on 48,000 outstanding 
shares (1978 estimate) in the 
merger of the two bank chains. 
In merging with Inyo-Mono, 

S-P is paying out a whopping 
$70.40 per share for the four- 
branch Inyo-Mono chain and 
the deal is to be completed - 
if all goes well with the fed¬ 
eral controller of currencies 
and the justice department - 
sometime in February-March. 

The merger of the two banking 
firms has been in the mill for 
the past four or five years, 
and the more that local bank 
employees - and much of the 
banking public - has looked 
into the deal, the rosier it 
begins to look in terras of 
sheer dollar benefits. Secur¬ 
ity Pacific now plans to re- 
i-Mono' s pre- 


comparatively "small" in terms 
of services it can extend to 
its customers. The merger will 
apparently make available many 
millions more for local lend¬ 
ing and investment. In recent 
years, I-M*s 48,000 shares 
have ranged in value from 
about $20-$25 with practically 
no shares available for pur¬ 
chase for a number of people 
almost literally standing in 
line to buy - ever since the 
word got out that S-P got 
seriously interested. It looks 
now like the purchase will 
bring most of those profits 
directly into the local econ¬ 
omy since the bulk of Inyo- 
Mono ' s stockholders are 
"local." The federal and state 
tax bite on profits will pro¬ 
bably prompt most of the stock¬ 
holders to reinvest almost im¬ 
mediately - perhaps a needed 
shot in the local economy. So 
far as is known, S-P plans no 
major changes in the local 
I-M branch and "window" facil¬ 
ities - Bishop, Lone Pine, 
Mammoth and June Lakes and the 
part-time window offices at 
Independence, Big Pine, etc. 
Meanwhile, as merger details 
were being concluded in 
California and Washington, 
several of S-P's executives 
were planning yet another 
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junket to the Eastern Sierra; 
they were to have a meeting 
with local bank executives this 
week 

****** 

Plane fuels: 

Flying high 

GASOLINE PRICES AND SHORTAGES 
are affecting more than hiqh- 
way traffic. Although they 
aren't lining up at service sta¬ 
tions, airplane pilots, too, 
are hit by the troublingly un¬ 
predictable ebbs and flows of 
fuel. It appears that they may 
soon be paying more to fly less. 
The new year may bring increas¬ 
ing shortages of Av-Gas (avia¬ 
tion gasoline) and already air¬ 
ports at Bishop, Mammoth and 
Lone Pine are feeling the pinch. 
Recently the 80-octane tanks at 
Bishop ran dry and they may ne¬ 
ver again be completely re¬ 
filled. The 80-octane brands are 
the ones most used in "older 
airplanes." 

Bishop's Milovich Brothers 
are the distributors (Shell) 
at the Bishop airstrip and the¬ 
ir representative, Otis Clark, 
says he doubts that the re¬ 
fineries will even produce that 
popular grade. This month, says 
Clark, "We got the smallest per¬ 
centage than ever before. The 
Milovich allocation was down by 
78%. As for prices, the last in 
crease came in late December - 
up by three cents - and more 
increases are expected anytime. 
Says Clark: "The phone could 
ring any minute." 

At Mammoth's airport Manager 
Stan Balaban says that for now 
at least the fuel supply is 
"fine," but that he was await¬ 
ing a new fuel allocation that 
could be cut by 12 to 13% by 
his supplier, Exxon. 

Meanwhile, the "older plane 
are flying on other, more ex¬ 
pensive fuels. As for the jets,| 
they're still flying high with 
no immediate shortages foresee 
But jet fuel has become so ex¬ 
pensive that airlines are cut¬ 
ting routes and passing along 
costs to the customers who onl 
a few months ago were enjoying 
lower air fares than ever be- 


waste at least some water - 
not by legitimate uses (water¬ 
ing lawns, letting hoses run, 
etc.), but unknowingly - in 
their plumbing. Many Inyo 
houses are old, plumbed for 
water pressures and needs of 
three decades past. Pipes leak, 
faucets and hydrants drip away 
the now-expensive gallons. 

With a kind of person-to-person 
public relations program un¬ 
common to DWP and its paid PR 
professionals, the department 
set out to show the home folks 
that in fact leakage was re¬ 
sponsible for at least a por¬ 
tion of the water company's 
exorbitant metered bills 
From sources within DWP, it 
was revealed that the DWP 
bosses themselves had been a 
little shaken by the size of 
some of those bills, and 
clearly the high charges were 
creating nothing less than 
another local political crisis. 


In response, the department 
sent out teams of men who 
offered - free - to check out 
the indoor plumbing for any 
DWP customer who would accept 
it. 

The news service - faced 
with payment of water bills 
that run to well over $150 - 
decided to let DWP's Bob Hay- 
ner run a check on the prop¬ 
erty it occupies. Hayner 
turned up with several "minor" 
dripping leaks, all previously 
unknown to the occupants. In 
terms of DWP's unit-measures, 
and translated into terms of 
dollars, the leaks could run 
nearly $15 per month. (The 
news service immediately initi¬ 
ated repairs, and in one case, 
even new plumbing.) Still un¬ 
explained, however, is the ad¬ 
ditional $100, $200, and in one 
case, $300 charged during sum¬ 
mer months. Like most other 
Inyo metered water customers, 
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the news service harbored sev¬ 
eral lingering doubts about ei¬ 
ther DWP's rate schedule - or, 
as has been extensively chal¬ 
lenged, the accuracy of the me¬ 
ters . 

Meanwhile, literally hun¬ 
dreds of other water users - 
prompted by a high court turn¬ 
down of Inyo's efforts to 
bring DWP under control of the 
Public Utilities Commission - 
remained unimpressed with Los 
Angeles' claims of Inyo 
"waste." Plainly, even the ex¬ 
tensive leaks found at a few 
residences could not account 
for what most people in Inyo 
consider an arrogant DWP rip- 
off. One group which appears 
now to have given focus to 
the area's outrage is the Con¬ 
cerned Citizens Committee cen¬ 
tered at Lone Pine. At mid¬ 


month CCC's board of directors 
met to plan a course of action. 
Their decision: A water users' 
strike. They planned a cam^ 
paign to enlist county-wide 
support through telephone calls 
and media pleas. At week's end 
the campaign appeared to be 
gaining momentum even in the 
face of threatened cut-offs. 
Will the strike work, will it 
hold up (or out)? Possibly so; 
some officials and several 
private lawyers were confiden¬ 
tially giving advice to poten¬ 
tial, though hesitantly fear¬ 
ful, strikers. The gist of 
their advice: Pay the flat 
rate, at least, expect (pos¬ 
sibly) a temporary cutoff; 
and make a strong show (The 
DWP won't, or can't, cut off 
every line in town, if for no 
other reason than health). 


DWP itself ~was re¬ 
nigging on its "absolute" 
threat to discontinue service; 
one official said the depart¬ 
ment will "try to work some¬ 
thing out" with people who 
can't or presumably won't pay 
up. 


Mono Committee: Long on 
"facts," short on clout 

"NO PROBLEMS," SAYS DAVID GAINES 
when asked just how "friendly" 
in fact are "Friends of the 
Earth," the Audubon Society mem¬ 
bers and "The Mono Lake Commit¬ 
tee." All currently bound to¬ 
gether in common conflict with 
the DWP over the Mono Lake is¬ 
sue, it would appear that unity 
and cohesion are of prime im¬ 
portance. But such, alas, is 
not the case, if recurring ru¬ 
mors are to be believed. In 
fact, division of authority and 
of leadership, and inter-member 
squabbles of the various groups, 
may be doing to the over-all 
organization what DWP itself 
could not accomplish. Most mem¬ 
bers of the coalition of scien¬ 
tists, ecologists and natural¬ 
ists in the several societies 
and organizations will air th¬ 
eir gripes about other members 
only privately. But in recent 
weeks the apparent rift has em¬ 
erged more clearly with accusa¬ 
tions - and at least one firing- 
becoming more public. At stake 
may be no less than the "Mono 
Lake suit" itself. If the sev¬ 
eral organizations pushing the 
suit cannot fall into step, the 
fight against DWP's water in¬ 
cursions could fall flat. 

David Gaines, who remains pro¬ 
minent as a Mono Lake Committee 
member, denies any great extent 
of internal strife among com¬ 
mittee people, although there 
has been at least one major re¬ 
signation. He admits that the 
movement "has never" been tre¬ 
mendously cohesive. 

One rallying point, apparently, 
has been the DWP-damaging "Task 
Force report." Since that re¬ 
port came out, says Gaines, 
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"Everyone has rallied around 
the report." 

As for the "movement" itself, 
it is making only "modest" ad¬ 
vances (It takes big money to 
battle the Department of Water 
and Power) The Audubon Society 
had promised a whopping $250,000 
contribution to the effort, but 
says Gaines, "Audubon is in 
debt. We're trying to help them 
raise money." Their latest fund¬ 
raising effort: A "Bird-a-Thon, 
in which members made pledges 
for birds spotted." 

Gaines, who is himself an 
eager scientist, is a reluctant 
crusader. He admits that a lack 
of political savvy is the com¬ 
mittee's most ongoing and tro¬ 
ublesome weakness. "We could 
use some help," he says. He 
also flatly states that he nev¬ 
er really wanted to get into 


the "political side* of biology. 
The purity of science, it seems 
was never intended for adult¬ 
eration by the seeming impur¬ 
ities of politics. It was with 
some wistfulness that Gaines 
admitted that "A scientist is 
a long way from being a pol¬ 
itician. My contribution is 
factual information." 

If the committee people can 
maintain their solidarity, that 
"factual information" may yet 
win out; already the Mono sup¬ 
porters' camp has gained con¬ 
siderable credibility among a 
number of governmental agen¬ 
cies and bureaus - and has for¬ 
ced DWP to go to Washington, 
hat in hand and expense accounts 
bulging, to wine and dine Calif¬ 
ornia's now-cautious delegation 
there. 


AND MORE ON THE MONO LAW¬ 
SUIT: The Mono proponents want 
to file a motion to sever DWP's 
cross-complaint from their suit. 
That issue was to be heard Jan¬ 
uary 25th in Alpine Superior 
court. in that cross-suit the 
department - apparently with 
serious intent - blames the re¬ 
sidents of the Mono area, not 
DWP, for depleting the waters 
that feed the rapidly receding 
lake. Although most residents 
are quick to admit that in fact 
they do use - and even drink 
and bathe in - the waters nat¬ 
ural to their homeland,they say 
there was no real problem about 
the lake's level - not, at least 
for some four million years - 
until DWP came along and start¬ 
ed diverting the streams that 
once freely and abundantly flow¬ 
ed into the lake. Los Angeles 
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SLEUTHING THE WATER METER ACCURACY 

As more and more Inyo people began to ques¬ 
tion the reliability of DWP's water meters, 
a few turned up with convincing arguments . 
One of these was former Inyo Sheriff's De¬ 
tective Sgt. Jim Bilyeu, a practiced invest 
tigator . Bilyeu turned up last week with an 
indisputable bit of evidence that the met¬ 
ers may not be as accurate as DWP's offic¬ 
ials would like for us to believe: Sleuth¬ 
ing his own water system, Bilyeu painstak¬ 
ingly filled a five-gallon container thir¬ 
ty-five times, reading the meter with ev¬ 
ery fifth fill-up . "According to DWP, one 
unit equals seven-hundred and fifty gallons 
of water,” he said . "My meter registers at 
six-hundred and seventy-three gallons for 
one unit." A clear over-charge . 
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argues that if DWP is guilty of 
"violating the public trust" by 
using local water, then so are 
the local folks (in this case a 
few hundred of them as compared 
to L.A. 1 s millions.) If success¬ 
ful, the original suit filed by 
the Mono Lake Committee and oth¬ 
er groups would halt DWP 1 s di¬ 
versions and allow the lake to 
refill - albeit slowly - to its 
levels of recent years. In a 
mere 10 years, DWP's diversions 
have caused an alarming deple¬ 
tion of the lake's waters,caus¬ 
ing an immediate threat to the 
area's entire ecosystem. 

****** 

Burnham resignation: 

Warmth, not "heat" 

THE WARMTH OF SOUTHERN CAL- 
IFORNIA - not, apparently, the 


current heat on the Mono Dist¬ 
rict Attorney's office - prompt¬ 
ed the resignation of a former 
deputy district attorney,Robert 
Burnham. Last week, Burnham was 
already at his desk and hard at 
work as a deputy City Attorney 
in Newport Beach. He is no 
stranger to southern California 
where he had worked in the Los 
Angeles public defender's 
office before moving to Mono 
County (His home, now up for 
sale, is at June Lake) three 
years ago. "We wanted a better 
climate," said Mrs. Burnham. 

"And we did feel badly about 
leaving right now while there 
is trouble in the Mono office - 
but he had accepted the new job 
quite awhile before the trou¬ 
bles came up. There is no con¬ 
nection between his resignation 
and what is happening here." 


Asked why she remained at June 
Lake after husband Robert had 
already left, she revealed that 
the Burnhams, too, were suffer¬ 
ing the same troubles as other 
home-sellers: high interest 
rates that have generally put 
the brakes on home sales. She 
said she will remain at June 
Lake until the property is sold. 
****** 

Mobile park tenants: 

Pay more, then get out 

BISHOP LANDLORD RICHARD 
WAGNER raised the rent and 
served eviction notices on the 
16 tenants of his down-town 
mobile home park - and then 
went to Mexico. But his son, 
Kirk, a partner in the mobile 
home park operation, remained 
behind to defend his dad's ac¬ 
tion. Last week he told report- 
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ers that although some people 
thought the landlord's action 
was "diabolical," it was not. 
"The reason we doubled the 
rent," he explained, "was 
because the rents were so ter¬ 
ribly low that we just couldn't 
maintain the property with it." 
And some rent-payers might 
agree: the Wagners' mobile park 

- until now - has charged a max¬ 
imum of $68 per month for a 
space to hold a "double-wide" 
mobile home. The new rates call 
for double that figure - $136- 
and offers space for a mini¬ 
mum of $110. But some observers 
think that rent was not in fact 
the real issue, since residents 
were also served notice that 
they'd have to find new quarters 
within a year; already approved 
by Bishop's city government are 
the Wagners' plans to replace 
the 1.2-acre mobile park with 

32 apartment units. Kirk Wag¬ 
ner said that the new apartments 

- and a condo conversion project 
nearby - will add a lot of rent¬ 
al properties in a town sorely 
in need of them. The Wagners' 

El Sereno Apartments will be 
converted to condominiums, 24 
of them, that will sell at 
about $55,000 each - and some 
of these will be made available 
to the departing mobile park re¬ 
sidents. Wagner said that he 
and his father "want to be as 
diplomatic as possible," and 
that they have "set up a bud¬ 
get to help on their moving ex¬ 
penses, and checking out poten¬ 
tial spaces in other parks." 

Hardest-hit among the mobile 
home dwellers are the fixed- 
income residents who will have 
to begin paying the new higher 
rates on Feb. 1. Some of these 
had apparently complained about 
the rent hikes and eviction 
notices to Supervisor Dick En¬ 
gel. Engel is among other county 
officials expressing concern 


over the county's nagging lack 
of low-cost housing. And on 

that issue. 

****** 

THE INYO SUPERVISORS have 
asked one of the county plan¬ 
ners, Randy Pestor, to look 
into the possibility of de¬ 
veloping a grant-supported hous¬ 
ing project - possibly on 40 
acres owned by the county near 
the Big Pine Sanitorium. Pes¬ 
tor is doing just that, but he 
points out that as a first step 
the county will have to prove 
its need for such aid - getting 
it all down on paper - before 
applying for government fund¬ 
ing . 

Low cost housing is not an 


issue that the supervisors cher¬ 
ish - particularly in view of a 
clear-cut voter mandate in a 
recent election in which the 
polls strongly indicated that 
voters prefer to keep govern¬ 
ment out of the housing pro¬ 
blem. The same election did, 
however, demonstrate a voters 
wiah for low-cost housing. 

Hashing over what the elec¬ 
tion returns implied, the sup¬ 
ervisors ran into another con¬ 
frontation - and some sharp 
words. No-growth advocate Sup¬ 
ervisor H.B. "Lefty" Irwin ex¬ 
pressing a pretended concern 
said, "We made a mistake by not 
putting out a proper question¬ 
naire, " and he questioned"what 



Now if there were just no news photographers around... 

• ..then public figures might enjoy such occasions. But , 
once again , an Event called for the traditional and awk¬ 
ward arms-over-arm acrobatics for the benefit of the un¬ 
imaginative press. Highway Patrol Lt. Ted Engstrom even 
managed to get his eyes closed , also traditional , when 
he presented the Lions Club gift of a tonometer (a glau¬ 
coma testing device) to Dr. Charles Lear of Mono General 
Hospital. The photographer was forgiven. 
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the poll results really meant. 44 
That brought, a fast retort 
from the less conservative 
Richard McDonald who has long 
recognized a crying need in the 
county, particularly among old¬ 
er, fixed-income residents: 

"I bet you'd understand it if 
the polls had said no low-¬ 
cost housing," he snapped. Ir¬ 
win, on the defensive, said 
later that "Some people might 
think I'm opposed to this, but 
that's not necessarily so. I 
will bring up both sides." 

And although nobody seems 
to want the government, par¬ 
ticularly the county govern¬ 
ment, involved in "housing," 
the private sector that could 
and would willingly develop 
such housing has been effect¬ 
ively blocked - by the red 
tape and politics of local 
county government, not the 
least of which has been center¬ 
ed in and around Irwin himself, 
a supporter and former officer 
of the highly vocal "Limited 
Growth" advocates in the Inyo 
County Property Owners Associa¬ 
tion. So far, nearly every pro¬ 
ject proposed - apartments, 
condos, etc. - by local build¬ 
ers has been turned down at 
government level, or made so 
complex by the county or city 
bureaucracy that builders were 


forced into charging higher 
prices for units they'd planned. 

****** 

Now it's official: Mono 
is $46 colder than Inyo 

MEASURED IN MONETARY TERMS, 
Mono County is about $46 cold¬ 
er than Inyo County - That at 
least is the distinction made 
by the federal agencies that 
will soon allot funds assist¬ 
ing welfare recipients in pay¬ 
ing this year's heating bills. 
Why will Mono's shivering needy 
get larger handouts than those 
in Inyo? Inyo welfare director 
Norm Paulson said last week 
that "It's colder there," and 
that the state department of 
social services set the rates 
according to a formula based on 
average daily temperatures, and 
on population. The money will 
come from the federal govern¬ 
ment, out of a $20 million al¬ 
lotment authorized by the con¬ 
gress. But payments will not 
begin until March. The cash 
payments will go only to those 
families or individuals who 
qualified for food stamps in 
December. Inyoans will receive 
a one-time $57 payment, and 
Mono's eligible will get $103. 

Mono will get the lion's 
share, thanks in part to the 


late arrival (and subsequent 
economic improvement) of snow. 
Since qualifications are based 
on the pre-snow month of Dec¬ 
ember - in Mono a "very slow" 
month - the records indicate 
that "quite a large number" of 
people there were then quali¬ 
fying for food stamps. Mono 
welfare director Marilyn Berg 
says that at that the afore¬ 
mentioned time 15% more people 
were then using stamps. 

****** 

Carstens nixes Inyo County; 
Who needed who, after all? 

FOR LONGER THAN ANYONE 
REALLY WANTS TO THINK ABOUT, 

Inyo has needed a suitable 
planning director. (Some say, 
tongue-in-cheek, that the coun¬ 
ty has needed one from the day 
the last one started to work 
here.)In any case, Tony Carstens 
of Riverside had been among 
those applying for the job. And 
the Inyo administration check¬ 
ed him out and gave him what 
amounted to rave reviews. It 
would appear that they found 
him "acceptable," except for 
some disagreement over what 
they'd pay him. But did Carstens 
find Inyo acceptable? Apparent¬ 
ly not - not at least after he 
did a little checking on his 
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own. And in his look into Inyo 
County he may have run across 
an earlier statement made by 
Inyo County Administrator John 
K. Smith - "Carstens did not 
come across as strong as the 
board would have liked. "Car¬ 
stens apparently had been 
house-hunting in Inyo when he 
read the statement, probably 
in the columns of the former 
Inyo County News-Letter. He 
was less than pleased by this 
indication of the administra¬ 
tion's feelings about him. 
Carstens also discovered that 
to buy a house here comparable 
to his home at Riverside would 
cost him up to $30,000 more. 
Not only that but the River¬ 
side people were reluctant to 
let him go. "I got a huge 
raise where I work," he told 
a reporter, and he will now 
be making something like 
$35,000 a year. As Inyo's 
director he would earn per¬ 
haps $28,000, and even that 
figure was being argued lo¬ 
cally. He was also a little 
disturbed by the escalating 
"No growth" battle here which 
he called a "black-and-white.. 
Growth-no-growth" polarization 
Carstens also contacted Doug 
Sherburne, the former planning 
director who had been fired; 
although he made no comment on 


what Sherburne had said it was 
almost certain that Sherburne 
had little to say that would 
favor work conditions in Inyo. 

Two candidates remain - 
one from out of the area, and 
another, Gerry Budlong who is 
currently employed by the de¬ 
partment. Supervisor Richard 
McDonald has suggested that 
the job be opened up to other 
members of the present 
planning department - a sug¬ 
gestion that by last week had 
prompted Acting Planning Di¬ 
rector Roger DeHart to give 
the job some serious consid¬ 
eration. But at last report, 
DeHart had done some soul- 
searching and decided not to 
apply for the job. Some 
officials said privately that 
if DeHart applied, he would 
probably get the job. 

***** 

Mono Airport: Minimum 
staff, maximum staph 

IT WAS IF some pre-exodus 
Mono Moses was calling down a 
vengeful wrath. First, there 
had been that palace confron¬ 
tation up in Bridgeport with 
one of the Pharaohs plainly in 
trouble over the airport - and 
now it looked like it was time 
for the plague trick. The Mam¬ 


moth Airport workers were not 
exactly collapsing on the run¬ 
ways, but they were definitely 
coming down with disturbing 
skin disorders and other un¬ 
pleasant symptoms. A physici¬ 
an diagnosed it as a "staph 
infection," but nobody knew 
for sure where it was coming 
from. It struck all but one of 
the airport's seven remaining 
employees who soon called for 
a health department inspection 
of all the airport facilities. 

Lilli Quinn, the single 
unaffected employee, told the 
News-Letter that "five or six" 
of the people working around 
there "have been sick." It was 
Lilli who lately has been go¬ 
ing over the airport restrooms 
and othe facilities trying to 
get the place clean - with Aj~ 
ax cleaner. She explains that 
"because of the litigation o- 
ver the airport, the county 
has cut us back to a minimum 
staff." 

And in a manner of speak¬ 
ing, a maximum staph, although 
she was not guilty of the pun. 

Quinn said that since the 
county's cutbacks there are no 
real means by which to keep 
the place clean. "There are no 
people, no snow removal, and 
no cleaning facilities other 
than Ajax," she complained. A 
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photograph of an airport fire- 
truck bore out her statement; 
it was shown to be hopelessly 
snowbound and evidently unable 
to perform in an emergency. 

Quinn said there had pre¬ 
viously been 14 employees at 
the airport. Now there are on¬ 
ly five, with two operating a 
car rental service. She said 
that when it became apparent 
that something was seriously 
wrong - skin problems, etc. - 
she placed "Out of Order" 
signs on restrooms and vending 
machines where she thought the 
elusive staph germs might be 
lurking. 

And until the airport's 
true status - as county prop¬ 
erty - is finally determined, 
it now seems unlikely that Mo¬ 
no County will be putting more 
than token effort into its up- 
keep. Some reported improve¬ 


ments begun by the county were 
apparently discontinued when 
the county's purchase of the 
property was disputed in a re¬ 
port by the grand jury. (See 
story. Page 6.) 


Manzanita Trailer Park: 
Mammoth's "eyesore" issue 

TO MAMMOTH LAKES' BETTER- 
housed elite, and to the peop¬ 
le working at the Forest Serv¬ 
ice office across the way, it 
is "an eyesore"; no matter 
that the Forest Service itself 
okayed the place. Mammoth has 
grown a bit fancier of late. 

But to some of the resi¬ 
dents of the Manzanita^Trailer 
Park situated at the road en¬ 
trance to the town, it is home 
and they want to stay there. 

And toward that end they have 


contacted an attorney, ex¬ 
plaining that the Forest Serv¬ 
ice now wants to re-convert 
the trailer park into tourist 
RV Park, and that the Forest 
Service is insisting that at 
least half of the remaining 
residents (about 50) move out 
in the near future. 

The attorney is Sandra Me¬ 
dina. She says the Forest Ser¬ 
vice permitted the park,back 
in the 60's, as a "permanent" 
installation, but then Mammoth 
"got a little fancier...The 
Forest Service built their new 
offices across from the park 
...and then they saw that Man¬ 
zanita was not pretty." As a 
consequence of USFS ' height- .. 
ened esthetic sense, it dec¬ 
ided last year to change what 
it calls its "land usage": no 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 27) 


Attention.! 


Diversion of the pumped town waters 
at Lone Pine, Independence and Big Pine 
into the L.A. Aqueduct has resulted in 
a catastrophic lowering of the Water 
table. Water has now become inaccessible 
to trees and vegetation. Surface land is 
parched and disfigured. 

We stand now at a crossroads of Owens 
Valley history. Each of us has a choice 
to make: 

• Preserve the valley, more or less, 
by watering our lawns in an effort to 
keep them alive (and thereby cause meter¬ 
ed bills to be higher than the previous 
flat rate, especially in summer). 

Or... 

• Withold water from yards and gardens 
to keep our bills down. Result: We then 
automatically and willingly participate 
in destruction of our own valley, as ev¬ 
ery drop not used here goes to Los Angel¬ 
es. 

Not an easy decision. Each must choose 
for himself. Which will it be? Preserve 
or destroy? 


Concerned ,f *• MP 9m Wfca 

Citizens »W*on (Bax 304) at 930-2208 to Big Pint; writ* to Box 
Committee 366 to Indap a ndooca or pfcooo S76-5660 (Box 617) to 
UmPfao. 


Who says 
enetgy doesn’t 
grow on trees? 

Hundreds of thousands of thrifty homeowners all across 
North America are rediscovering how inexpensive it is to heat 
their homes with wood, a resource that’s in plentiful supply. 

And many of those same homeowners are warming up to 
the benefits of heating with the unique Fisher Stove. 

What makes the Fisher Stove so unique is that 
it’s remarkably efficient, thanks to a number of pat¬ 
ented design features. 


Fisher: An idea 
whose time 
has come. 

We can show you a variety of \ 
Fisher models, all designed to i 
save 50% or more on your heating I 
bills. And we can answer most 
any question you’ve got about 
heating with wood. 

So whether you’d like to warm 
a single room or your entire 
house, come on in and see what 
makes a Fisher a Fisher. 


Secondary 
combustion 
chamber al¬ 
lows almost 
total burning 
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Thornburgh - Pride in a buckle and ring 


Bill Thornburgh: 
The long search 
is over. 

A boy on a 
bike found a 
shallow grave. 

Photos: 

John Heston 
Benett Kessler 


The rancher's remains were found; 
an examination indicates clearly 
that Thornburgh was murdered; 
but the real story, the real 
drama, may later prove to be 
that of the search for the kill¬ 
er - and on that the sheriff's 
men remain understandably silent. 


They knew from the start whose re¬ 
mains they were. Who else but a man of 
Bill Thornbugh's unique accomplishments 
would be wearing a belt buckle "100 MILES 

- ONE DAY 7? He - along with his daughters 

- had been a champion endurance rider. 

And, too, there was the Masonic ring. 

Officials of Inyo and Kern Coun¬ 
ties went through the motions (dental 
records, etc.) of "officially” establish¬ 
ing the identity, but they knew on 
Christmas Eve whose remains had been 
discovered by a boy on a dirt bike rid¬ 
ing far out in the remote areas of north¬ 
ern Kern County. 

Thus ended the search for the re¬ 
mains of Bill Thornburgh, well-known ran¬ 
cher and horseman and, finally, murder 
victim. 

And the other search - that for his 
killer - intensified. Steve Wilson, the 
36-year-old son-in-law with whom Thorn¬ 
burgh had had more than a few harsh words 
over his marriage with Callie (Wilson is 
said to have claimed that Thornburgh was 
"trying to break them up"), was still 
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free. Rumors to the effect that Wilson 
is, or may have been "somewhere in the 
area" were tentatively corrected by 
the sheriff, Floyd Barton. "I don't 
think so," he said, "but maybe if you 
drew a circle of about five hundred 
miles, he *d be in that." And beyond that, 
the sheriff would neither confirm nor 
deny ongoing rumors about the investiga¬ 
tion. One spoke with the sheriff about it 
and came away with two strong inclina¬ 
tions (1) that further questions or spec¬ 
ulations were better left unstated and 
unreported, and (2) that the sheriff and 
his detectives were definitely onto some¬ 
thing and, if left alone, would do a 
very commendable job on the case and the 
search for Wilson. How will it end? The 
sheriff said he thinks Wilson's capture 
(barring the efforts in following up 
current leads) will come like the dis¬ 
continued, next page) 


Sheriff Floyd Barton 

..about five hundred miles .." 
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THORNBURGH, Continued 

covery of Thornburgh's body; 
"One day the telephone will 
ring and we'll have him." 

The investigation has con¬ 
tinued since last May when the 
rancher - and the son-in-law 
were reported missing early one 
morning. Thornburgh had gone 
from his home at Olancha to 
turn on a sprinkler system in 
an alfalfa field a quarter- 
mile west of the house. Offic¬ 
ers worked for several days in 
an all-out search - afoot, on 
horseback, in the air - to no 
avail. But they had found foot¬ 
prints, two sets, leading away 
from the field where Thorn¬ 
burgh was known to have gone. 

He had apparently been ambush¬ 
ed at about 4:30 in the morn¬ 
ing. Later - about 8 o'clock - 
Wilson turned up at an Olancha 
Cafe, and after that he was 
not seen. His small pickup 
truck was later discovered in 
Southern California. 

Thornburgh had been loved 
by many, respected by nearly 
all. But apparently his killer 
shared no such sentiments. It 
was reported that an autopsy 
of the remains revealed a 
bullet hole in the skull. 


There was, at first, the 
question of jurisdiction: Had 
Thornburgh been killed in Inyo 
County, or in Kern County where 
he was found just across the 
county line (and within about 
only 30 minutes driving time 
from Olancha)? No matter. Sher¬ 
iff Barton said that he had 
talked to the authorities in 
Kern, and with the district at¬ 
torney in Inyo, and that the 
question of jurisdiction was • 
"no problem." When captured - 
as he is almost certain to be - 
Wilson will be tried in Inyo. 

There were in fact new dev¬ 
elopments in the case, but, for 
obvious reasons, the sheriff 
would not, could not, comment. 
The possibility of an early 
arrest appeared good and it was 
no time to blow the case with 
widespread news reports. 

Meanwhile, days after the 
discovery, and finally the re¬ 
lease of the cremated remains 
to the family, a memorial ser¬ 
vice was still pending. The 
family had said that they plan¬ 
ned a Masonic service. Thorn¬ 
burgh had been proud of his 
association with the Masons - 
and according to many, he app¬ 
lied in his life the best eth¬ 
ical systems advocated by Mason¬ 
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The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8-.05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 


ry. 

Some had held hopes that 
Thornburgh was "still out there 
somewhere, alive." But they 
were slim hopes. After the 
grim discovery in the wash in 
Kern County, daughter Tracie 
said "I feel a little better at 
least knowing what happened.... 

The rancher's remains 
were cremated soon after the 
post mortem examination. And a 
friend. Highway Patrolman John 
Langenheim, took the remains 
up in his plane to scatter the 
ashes over the "Little Whit¬ 
ney" area in the mountains. It 
was an area Thornburgh knew 
well, and loved; he pastured 
his herds there in summer. The 
family obtained a Forest Ser¬ 
vice permit for Langenheim's 
funereal flight. A memorial 
service was planned, but post¬ 
poned . 

The cremation and scat¬ 
tering of ashes had been the 
idea of the rancher. "It was 
Bill's request," said one fam¬ 
ily member. "A long time ago 
he told his daughters that if 
anything happened to him, this 
is what he wanted." 

And so, finally, Thorn¬ 
burgh was back on the mountain, 
a rancher with his herd. ■ 


(we figure you 

WANT TO KNOW 
what's REALLY 
GOING ON 

- everywhere!) 


Complete 

coverage 

of 

Southern 

Inyo, 

too! 


STEREO FM 100 
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JANUARY 31st - FEBRUARY 5th !! 
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and 

"HAROLD AND MAUDE" 

FEB. 3 SLAVE OF LOVE 

-Foreign Film Series 
Matinee at 1:30 pm 

FEBRUARY 6th - 12th 

"In Search of the 
Historical Jesus" (G) 

FEBRUARY 13th - 16th 

"Unidentified Flying 
Oddball" -Walt Disney 

(G) 

FEBRUARY 17th - 19th 

"Skate Town USA" & 
"Just You and Me Kid" 

(G) 

FEBRUARY 20th - 26th 


Hi Ant t .v.V'H! ■ 

TO" 


and 

"Goodbye Girl" (R) 



THEATRE 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873 3575 


TELLING IT LIKE IT IS... 

Benett Kessler covers the Eastern Sierra 
■'ith Sandy Harrison each day, KIOQ-FM 100. 
Newscasts: 7:05, 8:05, 12:05 and 5:05. 



BACK HOE AND DUMP TRUCK SERVICE 

. As ■ V; 

HI MOUNTAIN 

*3*: i 

RENTALS 

' . " ——i?- 7 " 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS 


A <1 

John Boothe 
><*. 


2587 W. LINE 

BISHOP 


873- 4924 


VALUABLE COUPON—Clip and save 


1 Free 

KODAK Color 
Enlargement.. 

3 for the price of 2. 

Turn your favorite photographs 
into beautiful color enlargements 
that will kx>k great on any wall. 

Just bring this coupon in with your 
Kodacolor film negatives, color 
slick’s, conventional color prints or 
instant prints, and we’ll have’ Kodak make 3 
same si/e color enlargements for the price of 
2. 1 is Free. See us for complete details 
Offer ends March 12. 1980 




ASK POO 

COLOR 
PROCESSING 
B r Kodak ^ 


CAMERA HOUSE 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

(714) 872-4211 

VALUABLE COUPON—Clip and save 
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FINALLY, THEY’RE BACK 

(and things are looking ro$y again, right?) 










Photos: 
Benett Kessler 
John Heston 
Wally Charleston 


late start, and the first week 
of Christmas things were down, 
but now it's good. We did make 
Thanksgiving and we did make 
Christmas." 

But will the year be bet¬ 
ter or worse? Many think the 
latter - a small dip due as 
much to the price of gasoline 
(some brands up yet a nickle 
more last week) as anything 
else. But then there are those 
who feel that this will be a 
record season. Overall traffic 
is slower over the entire East¬ 
ern Sierra. Murphy says there 
are no fewer skiers, that the 
count was so far actually above 
a similar period last year. 

And so...no panic yet up 
on Olympus... but it's another 
story down below. Motels and 
condo spaces stand empty some 
of the time. 

Mammoth's winter economy, 
face it, is the mountain, which 


.Well, maybe, but 


as practically anyone around can 
tell you, there's more to living 
at Mammoth (or June, or Lee Vin- 
ing, etc.) than skiing...There are, 
for instance, such ongoing mat¬ 
ters as housing, federal agencies 
that have to be dealt with, the 
question of who removes the snow 
from where - and when. And then 
there's things like DWP, air ser¬ 
vice, the price of gasoline (and 
fuel). And eecologists , and con¬ 
dos, and wherethehell can you go 
before 5 pm to get a decent drink. 
All problems of the age, of course, 
and all readily solvable, depend¬ 
ing on who you listen to and what 
side you're on at Bridgeport or 
Sacramento or Washington. But the 
real truth is that'a little snow 
helps. The sudden influx of the 
outlandish outlanders does in 
fact make things better. Finally, 
just before Christmas, running 
late, they came in 
with the snow. 


McCoy 
medi a 
man 
Autry 

"nothing 

contro¬ 

versial” 


MAMMOTH-WATCHERS speculate 
much on where it's all heading, 
how business is doing, who's 
building what - and where. 

This year they've discovered 
that, yes, business was down a 
bit, but then the snow came and 
so no one's really worried. 

There are those who say 
that even when the snow some¬ 
how doesn't arrive, there are 
many on the mountain unconcern¬ 
ed, so secure and rich have 
they become, and they know with 
certainty that if it's not here 
this year, it'll be here next; 
of these enviable ones there 
are more than a few. 

How good is it, really? 
The big man on the mountain, 
Dave McCoy, was shy as ever a- 
bout reporters and unavailable 
for comment. He turns such 
things over to an assistant-to- 
an-assistant, Pam Murphy. She 
stated the obvious; "We had a 


25 








employs "somewhere" between 
1000 and 2000 people. There 
were rumored lay-offs of up to 
600 during the month of Decem¬ 
ber. Just what the mountain 
payroll is, is a matter care¬ 
fully kept private by the com¬ 
pany controller, and,presumably, 
the bosses. 

As for the matter of 
where it's all heading, there's 
the much-discussed "master 
plan" that includes more than a 
few ambitious projects. It is 
an overall operation that has 
already tied Vale(Colorado) in 
skiers' numbers - and in the 
previous year led the entire 
nation in numbers of visitors. 
But the people at the top want 
to grow still more - possibly 
in the direction of June Lake's 
ski facilities. Murphy calls 
the June Lake plan a "favorable 
alternative. But we have no 
commitment for next year, yet. 
We'll know more after February- 
and there are a l ot of deciding 
factors." She did not 

elaborate j|99Kk on what those 


factors are. 

There may be - probably 
will be - at least one major 
change in the present order of 
things. The Mammoth Mountain 
Inn, leased by McCoy a couple 
of years ago on a Forest Ser¬ 
vice permit to provide housing 
for employees, may now revert 
to resort status. 

Also in the works: a 
mountain park for recreation 
vehicles, which might meet the 
needs of some workers. For 
now,though, the Forest Serv¬ 
ice has kicked the RV's out 
of the ipountain parking lot. 
few of these are pulling 
into the old Manaanita 
Trailer Park - a story in 
itself to be found in 
"News Briefs" in these 
pages. 

As for McCoy's plans 
to establish a moun- 
in RV park,a 
Forest Service of¬ 
ficial, Dick Adams, 
said that as far as 
he * s concerned no 
further permits 
will be issued for 
such facilities until 
a need is demonstrat¬ 
ed beyond the capacity 
of the Manzanita fa— 
ility. The Forest 
Service spokesman also 
confirmed that this is 
McCoy's last year as 
host at the Mammoth 
Mountain Inn. Anyway, 
as Adams points out, 
"It's an extremely ex¬ 
pensive way to provide 
housing...to maintain 
it and operate it." 

The Mammoth Inn was de¬ 


Kids...and "family 
groups" 

Like Vegas, the 

Mountain wants r em. 


signed as a motor hotel, and 
the Forest Service would have 
it converted back to "an econo-* 
mically viable operation as a 
resort." 

An increasingly serious 
housing crunch appears to be in 
the offing, and that alone may 
determine much of Mammoth's fu¬ 
ture. Workers are needed, but 
no one seems to want them liv¬ 
ing next door, even if they 
could afford it. 

Meanwhile, promoting 
skiing is the name of the game 
- sometimes to the almost total 
exclusion of everything else... 
McCoy, for instance, has gone 
into the movie-television busi¬ 
ness. He has established what 
has been called one of the best 
movie laboratories anywhere - 
one good enough to attract Hol¬ 
lywood's moviemakers, and to 
provide facilities, if need be, 
for television crews. He has 
also acquired a cable televi¬ 
sion channel. Will he then run 
a local television program 
schedule, including perhaps 
some much-needed local news 
coverage? No way, says McCoy's 
top media man. Bob Autry. 

Channel 5 will provide 
road and ski reports, some talk 
shows, "but nothing controvers¬ 
ial." Did Channel 5 offer any 
reports on current controver¬ 
sies at the Mono courthouse? 

"No," says Autry with a confi¬ 
dent candor. "We did not have 
anything on the accusations. 

Dave runs it for the skiers. 
That's the way he wants it." 

But to write off McCoy's 
television and media efforts 
would be a mistake. Autry and 
his media crew host southland 
media people with red carpet 
treatment - and with the film 
and tape facilities acquired by 
the mountain operation offer 
video tapes for news and sports 
media in the large markets. 

They are said to be of near-pro- 
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fessional quality and at least 

a few southland editors program 
them - free publicity for Mam¬ 
moth, 

And - as some are asking- 
with McCoy's elaborate public 
relations and promotion organi¬ 
zation, does the local chamber 
of commerce become a superflu- 
ity? Apparently there are 
those who may think so; support 
for the chamber has lagged and 
its purse is lean. Chamber 
President Don Haydon says there 
is simply too little money com¬ 
ing in to keep the office going, 
much less hire a manager. So 
now Haydon talks about chamber 
business from his home. The 
chamber's troubles began at the 
depths of the drought 4 years 
ago when members got into a 


billboard campaign - purchasing 
billboards with an assessment 
of about $360 per year for par¬ 
ticipating business firms. 35 
area business houses signed up, 
and then business took a dive 
due to the drought and the lack 
of snow. "Sixteen paid and the 
others dragged their feet,"says 
Haydon. 

Then, when the chamber 
increased membership costs,some 
members dropped out. From there 
on in, it has been a case of 
galloping apathy. 

Haydon believes that "in 
order to function as a chamber, 
we need outside funding - at 
least $24-$30,000 a year. And 
to get that amount, or part of 
it, Haydon will go to the Mono 
Board of Supervisors who, at 


,least for now, remain non-com- 
mital. 

Asked if McCoy's overkill 
promotion projects do not in 
fact dwarf the significance of 
the local chamber, Haydon as¬ 
sured a reporter that it abso¬ 
lutely does not. There ap¬ 
peared to be some validity to 
the denial: McCoy, after all, 
does not advertise Mono's con¬ 
siderable summer attractions. 

» * ★ ★ * ★ 

And so, like it or not, 
"where it's all heading" is 
clear: For now at least, pro¬ 
moting skiing seems to be the 
name of the game. And some¬ 
where, maybe, the southland may 
yet be able to find the gasoline 
it takes to get up here. g 


News Briefs, Continued 

more permanent homes. USFS 
personnel who once lived at 
the park have themselves mov¬ 
ed on to better quarters. 

Medina said that at a 
meeting with Ranger Dick Adams, 
a Manzanita permitee, Jack 
Crandel, was told that he can 
agree to the change in the RV 
park status, but that if he 
holds out for a permanent res¬ 
idence site the Forest Service 
may no longer "do business" 
with him. Half of the remain¬ 
ing residents will have until 
1993 to move out, but at least 
half will have to leave soon¬ 


er. Medina's question: Why 
can't all of them stay until 
1993? Besides, it is her view 
that as an RV Park, Manzanita 
will fail, since other compet¬ 
ing parks now planned will get 
the business. "I think the 
whole thing is just to elimin¬ 
ate the park because some peo¬ 
ple think it's an eyesore." 
There are LVN's, truck driv¬ 
ers "and others who have lived 
there many years - a group of 
people who can least afford to 
get stepped on." 

As for affordable hous- . 
ing for Mammoth's working peo¬ 
ple, there had been some talk 


of setting up "something near 
the airport" with a bus line 
to bring them to work - a kind 
of workers' ghetto. Medina 
proposes an alternative: In¬ 
stead of creating a kind of 
class segregation at Mammoth, 
she would suggest that the 
Forest Service improve Manzan¬ 
ita 's appearance. "They could 
put up a fence," she said. 

And as for the USFS* 
view of the matter, it was a 
simple if coldly impersonal 
one. Said Adams: "The only 
thing we can do is provide for 

(Continued inside back cover) 


ver Bill Salque of Bishop was pulling his big rig through Independence when a 
small pickup suddenly loomed in front of him. There was little he could do as the larg¬ 
er truck imbedded its radiator in the side of the smaller one , with the young woman dri¬ 
ver seemingly pinned inside , shoving her some 50 feet. Fire Department rescuers managed 
to take her from the cab - and she was later found to have escaped serious injury. Tfe 
victim was iden tified as 18-year-old Cynthia Owen of Olancha. Photo: John Heston 

























Wally's View 



Editor' s note: He is Wally Charleston. He is 50. With his wife Kay 
he headquarters at Mammoth and writes movie scripts (He is under 
a Warner's contract), and he has authored a couple of novels. He 
has been an adventurer, investigator, traveler. He hob-nobs (and 
shoots pool with) some of Hollywood’s top stars . In recent weeks 
he has been enthusiastically damned and praised for his outrageous newsletter , The Mono 
Muckraker. He is also a cold-blooded killer, having recently polished off the Muckraker 
with the cool precision of a mob hit-man. In pleading guilty in that slaying he offered 
no acceptable reasons other than that he'd rather have a voice in the Inyo County News- 
Letter - if, of course , it would expand into Mono County. And in fact, Wally bears more 
than a little responsibility (a Karmic one no doubt) for the editor's decision, not an 
easy one, to do just that. And so, within days of the demise of the late Muckraker, it 
reincarnates (as noisy as ever) in "Wally's View,” which, hopefully, will be a regular 
feature of the new Inyo and Mono News-Letter. 


Wally 

Charleston 


FOOT-IN-THE-MOUTH-AWARD-FOR- 
ERRONEOUS-REPORTING (SNOW RE¬ 
MOVAL DIVISION) has to go to 
the "Lakes District Review," 
Mammoth's local tabloid. An ed¬ 
itorial by-lined by the LDR took 
on Floyd Roberts of the Mono 
County Road Department on the 
issue of snow removal over the 
holidays. LDR stated that Ro¬ 
berts and his crews "left a 
lot to be desired," and that 
"Many roads were not cleared 
properly if at all over Christ¬ 
mas. Apparently many county em¬ 
ployees were given Monday and 
Tuesday off. It left hundreds 
of locals and tourists strand¬ 
ed..." Adding salt to Roberts' 
wounds, the accusations then 
got the endorsement of Super¬ 
visor Don Sharp. The entire bu¬ 
siness of the public reprimand 
brought the feisty Roberts and 
his entire crew into the sup¬ 
ervisors' chambers for their 
1/8/80 meeting. Roberts was mad 
as hell not only at the paper's 
editorial, but also at Super¬ 
visor Sharp. He demanded public 
apologies from both. 

Supervisor Sharp cracked: 
"That had to be the worst job 
that was ever done." But Rob¬ 
erts was holding the cards and 
decided to play them: "I think 
the biggest deal was that I was 
asked to go up on an avalanche 
with one of my machines... on 
private property. There was no 
life involved or nothing else? 
if there (had been) life invol¬ 
ved I wouldn't of went through 
nobody? I'd done it myself. 

"But I refuse to take county 
equipment on private property? 

I said there's contractors in 
town that would be happy to 
jump on that. But my operator 
called me and said 'so-and-so' 


had said to take it in there, 
and I said you will NOT take it 
in there." 

"So-and-so" turned out to be 
none other than Supervisor 
Sharp himself. Apparently, the 
supervisor was ordering crew¬ 
men to take county equipment 
into Timber Ridge, and the cr¬ 
ewman necessarily checked with 
his chief who vetoed Sharp's 



Mono Supervisor Sharp 

"So-and-so" 


personal order for personal use 
of county equipment. 

Then, armed with his employ¬ 
ees' time sheets and other re¬ 
cords, Roberts pointed out that 
the "Lakes District Review" did 
in fact "have all their facts 
wrong." Had his road equipment 
laid dead in the yard and his 
crewmen remained snug at home 
during the fierce storm? Not 


according to the records they 
didn't: Roberts described the 
storm as "miserable," and he 
rattled off the man-hours work¬ 
ed for a 1-day period - and al¬ 
so the equipment hours logged. 
The records unquestionably vin¬ 
dicated the road boss and in¬ 
dicated strongly that the men 
and the plows, the graders and 
loader worked virtually to ex¬ 
haustion. 

What's more, the crew had 
some official backing - from no 
less that Lt. Ted Engstrom of 
the California Highway Patrol, 
who read a letter into the co¬ 
unty supervisors' record: 

"Dear Board members" (wrote 
Engstrom), 

"The recent Holiday Season was 
a rough one for the Mammoth 
Lakes Transportation System. 
There were snow storms both 
weekends. Near record crowds 
visited the Village and ski 
area. It was congested and cha¬ 
otic. The Mono County Road De¬ 
partment, under the leadership 
of Foreman, i*loyd Roberts per¬ 
formed beyond the call of duty 
when heavy snow-fall and traf¬ 
fic taxed the capacity of the 
Village road system. This crew 
consistently, continually and 
in total dedication removed 
snow from the Village roads for 
days on end with very little 
sleep and limited cooperation 
of the motoring public. The 
CHP knows from personal exper¬ 
ience that Foreman Roberts had 
his crew out every night when 
necessary, including Christmas 
Eve, to remove snow from the 
roads. His preference to con¬ 
centrate his resources during 
the night hours when traffic 
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mobility is at its lowest, is 
a commendable management de¬ 
cision. The CHP assisted Mr. 
Roberts whenever possible when 
unattended vehicles obstructed 
snow removal efforts. The snow 
removal crew's efforts kept the 
Village moving and allowed the 
crowds to drive to ski lifts 
and return. The job done with 
only 9 equipment operators, in¬ 
cluding Foreman Roberts was 
outstanding. The Village owes 
them a debt of gratitude for 
a job well done." 

The letter was signed by 
Engstrom and all of his command. 

Now, like it or not, I think 
the road boss, Floyd Roberts 
and his snow removal crew de¬ 
serve a clear-cut apology from 
Supervisor Don Sharp and from 
the LDR. 

And - I might add - the in¬ 
terference of the supervisors 
on matters of snow removal in 
any but designated county areas 
is strictly illegal. If anyone 
is in line for a reprimand, it 
should rightfully be Sharp for 
that attempt... 

And our second Foot-In- 
Mouth-Award also goes to LDR 
and its piece on an as yet un¬ 
convicted burglary suspect. The 
paper unconscionably implies 
entrapment by sheriff's dep¬ 
uties and calls suspect Shelly 
Williams a thief before trial.. 
For all of which Judge William 
Murano is understandably upset. 
Irresponsible reporting can 
create big - and costly - le¬ 
gal ha$$les. 

****** 

THE ARLBERG AND NICK PAV¬ 
LOVICH are in hot water with 
the county. The issue is un¬ 
authorized construction, a 
second violation, according to 
the inspectors. Seems Nick add¬ 
ed to the existing building 
without a permit. Now, he may 
have to tear it down and start 
over, if the board so desig¬ 
nates...We all know Nick hates 

red-tape and nitpicking. 

****** 

N. T. ROCKEL INTENDS TO 
MAKE AN ISSUE of the Bridge¬ 
port TV charges. He's suing 
the county. In his suit he 
claims the service charges am¬ 
ount to little more than what 
he calls "a tax" and there¬ 
fore should require a vote 
within the district. We'll watch 

and report. 

****** 

IN REVIEW: Just a word about 
the "Muckraker." 1979 saw it 
come and go. But in its short 
life it said a lot, and open¬ 
ed up issues that may not be 


settled until well into 1980: 

Early last June, the Muck- 
raker cited County Supervisor 
Eugene Hanson to be in conflict 
of interest, claiming that the 
supervisor had manipulated the 
sale of the Mammoth/June Lake 
Airport to the taxpayers of 
Mono County, and pointing out 
that he was still an owner of 
the airport with his stock bur¬ 
ied among the names of relatives 
- that he was using the office 
for personal gain. All lies, 

Hanson said. 

Then the Muckraker went on 
to state that Mono's district 
attorney, Edward Denton 
acting as council on airport 
affairs was also in conflict of 
interest.All lies, the sup¬ 
ervisors said. 

Also in June, the Muckraker 
revealed, after a careful in¬ 
vestigation, that the airport's 
hiring of female employees 
amounted to nothing less than 
a sex scandal. The Muckraker 
flatly accused Mono Airport 
Director James Wilson of using 
his highly-paid appointed pos¬ 
ition to gain sexual favors 

from personnel.All lies, 

said Wilson. But after a closet¬ 
ed session with the supervisors 
he submitted a speedy resigna¬ 
tion, packed up and left the 
county - all without the usual 
"job well done" commendation 
customarily written into the 

supervisors' minutes. 

And then came the bomb th¬ 
reats in late June. Anonymous 
phone calls poured into the 
Muckraker office demanding that 
it be stopped - "or else!." On 
one occasion a caller's voice 
was taped when he said he 
"blew up" a car parked at the 
airport. Sheriff's deputies in¬ 
vestigated, and found the car 
destroyed. The threats failed 

and the reporting continued. 

Then came the Mono Hospital 
mess, and Muckraker's predic¬ 
tions that by year's end the 
enormous thefts - more than 
$75,000 - would be traced to 
close friends and associates of 

high officials.We said the 

D.A.'s office was dragging its 

feet.The heat brought on 

another important resignation. 
Finally, the attorney general 
stepped in and put the pieces 

together for the grand jury. 

Now, the Muckraker retires. 
Its stories have taken on mo¬ 
mentum reflected in official ac¬ 
tion. I hope my readers have 
been entertained and - more im¬ 
portantly - informed. Neither of 
the county's local papers wished 
to look into the stories of cor¬ 
ruption. Face it, one of the pa¬ 
pers has the local county ad¬ 


vertising contract, and the ot¬ 
her one would like to have it 
back. The "Mono Herald" referr¬ 
ed to the county's stories of 
corruption as nothing more than 
"nitpicking," and "tough to get 
emotional about." 

I can't agree with that. 
Government should operate hon¬ 
estly and for everybody; it 
sure as hell collects our tax 
dollars. For an update on the 
stories mentioned, look else¬ 
where in these pages. 

****** 

FOR THOSE OF YOU in Mono and 
around the state who have been 
reading The Unmentionable, the 
death of which is reported in 
an editor's note at the top of 
this column, I'd like to hear 
from you. Write to me in care 
of this publication and its 
"Forum Page." My editors want 
to hear what you think on any 
issue - and they'll give you 
space to air your view. I'll be 
talking to you. 


Wally 



end the whale slaughter 
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push for a moratorium 
on commercial whaling. 


Please make checks payable to: 

Whale Protection Fund/CEE 
Center for 

Environmental Education 

1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 


29 




























The forest as fuel 

A serious look into available resources, an examination of actual costs, 
and a study of final effects reveals that there's more to burning 
wood than just throwing a log on the fire. 


I 


,n some parts of the nation (Not in the East¬ 
ern Sierra; Not yet) , the heating/energy problem has become a matter of simple, if coldly 
impersonal, body-count statistics. The estimators make slide-rule predictions about percent¬ 
ages of people in any given area that will freeze to death because of inadequate heating 
before the warmer days of March arrive. 


Although it hasn’t yet come to that in 
California, at least as far as anyone knows, 
there remains a conscience-bending problem: 

In Bishop, for instance, there are elderly 
people who go to bed at sundown and arise at 
sunup for no other reason than the fact they 
cannot afford to heat their homes. 

The price of propane in the Inyo-Mono 
region has gone up by more than 25% in the 
past year (an increase far beyond the con¬ 
trols of local distributors who remain in the 
energy crisis as guiltless as your local ser¬ 
vice station attendant), and electric heat¬ 
ing has risen by hundreds of percentages in a 
similar period (due more to recent working- 
capital needs of a not-guiltless DWP than to 
any real shortages). 

Even in the warmer climes of Los Angel¬ 
es the "energy" crisis has had its harsher 
moments when it comes to heating; there are 
those few who manage to remember that the 
now-famous Eulia Love shooting by two police¬ 
men began as a quarrel between the woman and 
a gas company collector, although the gas 
company has successfully managed to shift the 
blame to the police department and off the 
back of its bill collector,who had been in¬ 
timidating Love . 

In any case, the gas-electric crisis 
has sent increasing numbers of people back to 
the woodpile. Dealers in wood-burning stoves 
have seen such a brisk trade that at least 
some of them cannot find time to compile just 
how much their sales are up - statistically 
speaking. The manufacturers, most of whom an 
ticipated the market upswing as early as '77, 
are offering some very sophisticated models, 
most of which provide guarantees against the 
musty odors that most Americans previously 
found, and disliked, in homes that burned 
wood. 

But the return to the woodburner has 
its drawbacks however sophisticated, effici¬ 
ent and clean-burning the new models may be : 

Smog, for instance; Ours -is an ared 


that has long prided itself on the absence 
thereof. The smog-line over Big Pine for in¬ 
stance, has become the butt of more than a 
few jokes as observers see in the smokey 
haze not only a smelly mess but also a rev¬ 
ealing insight into the monotonous in-step 
uniformity, if not conformity, of the people 
who live beneath the haze (The smoke rises 
predictably from scores of middle-America 
chimneys each day, and declines predictably 
each night, usually after the 10 o'clock 
TV programs go off. A few in Big Pine extend 
the fires a little longer: until after the 
11 o'clock news). 

(In the Big Pine phenomenon, which cent¬ 
ers on the "Rolling Green" development, the 
air pollution control district finds no hil¬ 
arity, however; only a serious air pollution 
problem.) 

But although health and sociological 
considerations are evident in the return to 
burning wood, the main trend is economic. 
Since the wood craze began a year or so ago, 
there has been also a predictable increase 
in the price of a cord of wood (at last re¬ 
port $110-$160), which raises questions about 
just how much can be saved in the long run. 

At least one person seemingly know- 
ledgable about the economics of woodburning 
is Inyo Forest timber manager Wayne Chandler 
of the United States Forest Service...He had 
on hand some ready figures about available 
wood-as-energy in the Inyo-Mono area, which 
indicates that the Forest Service itself has 
recently been going over the situation , no 
doubt keeping a wary eye on just how much 
timberland the new generation of woodcutters 
may soon be devouring. 

First off, Chandler admitted that USFS 
has far too few people in Mono and Inyo off¬ 
ices to keep track of illegal cutting in the 
Inyo Forest. "There is," he said, a "signif¬ 
icant" amount of cutting by people without 
permits, and the USFS is largely dependent 
on the tell-tale reports of private citizens 
willing to report violators. Near Mammoth, 


31 






Bishop, off Highway 395. Turnoff on Lower Rock Creek 
Road, 12 miles north of Bishop. Phone (714) 387-2370 
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particularly, violators are plentiful since 
they glean fat profits in delivering wood 
for the fireplaces of expensive condos. But 
even if the "illegals" are not counted, 
there remain a large and growing number of 
people whoiperfectly legally reduce the tim¬ 
bers of the Inyo forest. The "commercial" 
woodgathers - two in Mammoth Lakes, two more 
in Lee Vining - took 2,246 cords of wood in 
the past year, and they are expected to take 
even more in the coming year. For the wood 
they cut and gathered, they paid the Forest 
Service about $17.80 per cord, or a total 
of $40,046. Once cut and delivered the wood 
went to consumers at well over $100 a cord. 

Another of the Inyo Forest’s timber 
watchers is USFS* information officer Ray 
Schaff, who reveals that no fewer than 5000 
private wood-taking permits have been issued 
for the two-county area (The larger number, 
3000-4000, went to Mono residents). And the 
question now becomes one of just how long the 
local wood supply will last. Down the line, 
Schaff foresees a problem. "There’s certainly 
a great demand," he said, "and people are not 
getting the wood as easily as they like." And 
that fact in itself may lead to problems : 

Who has the right to what wood - and where? 

"There have been no conflicts, yet," 
said Schaff, "but the next step could be in¬ 
terpersonal conflicts." In other words, al¬ 
though Schaff did not use them, there may be 
a day when Inyo and/or Mono people will be 
fighting over logs. 

What the Eastern Sierra private wood- 
gatherer is now getting is largely the left¬ 
overs from the lumbering outfits. Right now, 
the Forest Service has it in mind to "open 
up" some more woodlands. But for now, there 
is available, what Schaff calls "in excess of 
two thousand acres subject to free use." Does 
that sound like a lot? Not really, because 
of certain limitations on the acreage: First 
off, no "standing" trees can be cut, only 
trees that are "dead or down." And private 
citizens are allowed access only to those 
lands that the commercial timber companies 
have already gone over. At present, the Lou¬ 
isiana-Pacific Company (which operates a mill 
near the Kern-Inyo border) is the company 
that is leaving the left-overs. That company 
is allowed under its contract to take 6.5 
million board feet of timber per year. 

Five million board feet go to fuel-wood 
companies, and about three million remain for 
"free use." 

And what will the Forest Service do to 
forestall a threatening "wood crisis"? Schaff 
says that the agency-has already "anticipat- 
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ed" future conflicts and possible shortages, 
and that its planners have turned up with 
what he calls a "Ten-Year Management Plan." 
The essence of the plan is that wood-taking 
will only be allowed when it does not exceed 
the growth of new trees - that is, as long 
as everybody follows the rules, rules which 
are now being flagrantly broken, chillingly, 
the prospects conjure up visions of troops 
of Forest Service personnel, or a kind of 
timberland police force, standing guard over 
the pines protecting them from greedy chain¬ 
saws. And in fact, Schaff says that enforce¬ 
ment will probably be stepped up very soon, 
and that already the FBI has made itself av¬ 
ailable to investigate the illegal taking of 
wood from Uncle Sam's forests. The courts, 
too, are cooperating - by handing down heav¬ 
ier sentences to violators. They call it, 
simply, wood theft, however innocent may be 
the intent of chain-saw-bearing residents 
who wander into the forest in hopes of saving 
some fuel costs. 

And there is the "pleasure factor." A 
lot of very well-off people (who, obviously, 
can afford the time, the equipment and the 
vehicles) gather wood not so much for the 
(questionable) economics, but for the fun of 
it. Or for the exercise. To them it is a mat¬ 
ter of lifestyle included in the "wilderness 
living" or "back-to-nature" syndrome. It 
makes some people feel "self-sufficient," 
free not only from the utility companies, but 
also from the middle-America conformities.(In 
the latter, wood-gathering itself is rapidly 
becoming a new conformity; just about every¬ 
body does it; it's "in.") 

The stove dealers are plainly enjoying 
the new trend. Especially eager to buy stoves 
are those unfortunates who some years ago 
believed the power companies who advertised 
tremendous saving for buyers of all-electric 
or "Medallion" homes. Those homes are now 
being billed at rates that run to several 
Hundred dollars a month. (DWP is not even em¬ 
barrassed, and DWP lawyers have successfully 
fought off a lawsuit by a group of "Medalli- 
ion Home" owners.) 

On the retail scene, a Bishop firm, 
Bishop Fireside and Lighting, has enjoyed 
"soaring" stove sales. Who's buying? BF&L's 
Hetty Wischnef says most of the new stoves 
are going to middle-class home-owners, but 
that "younger people without much money (for 
fuel bills) are buying almost as many." 

And stove sales are definitely "up" 
at Frank's Hardware in Mammoth. Store Spokes¬ 
man Jack Calnan says the store would have 
sold even more of the wood-burners - but that 
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back orders were so heavy for their dealer 
that there were simply no stoves to sell. 

The wood craze has also created a new 
trend that puts the gas people, in effect, 
in competition with their own main product. 
Cal-Gas, which operates outlets at Bishop, 
Mammoth and Lone Pine, has long since jumped 
on the woodstove bandwagon. Cal-Gas Owner 
at Bishop, Jack Ferrell, says he gets "some 
static" for selling seemingly contradictory 
heat sources. But, argues Farrell: "I'm in 
the energy business." 

How does "wood-burning" stack up, ec¬ 
onomically speaking, to gas-burning or 
to Inyo's and Mono's staggering rip-off el¬ 
ectric charges? Sometimes it comes out about 
even with gas, but is clearly a winner over 
electricity. 

USFS' Chandler, himself a wood-burner, 
argues in favor of wood;'*11 you assign a val¬ 
ue to your time, depreciation of a truck, 
the cost of gasoline, chain-saw...and the la- 
to cut and split the wood...No, it prob¬ 
ably isn't worth it. it has been figured that 
the break-even point on purchasing wood is 
eighty dollars a cord. And beyond that, it's 
a loss. This is considering wood versus pro¬ 
pane, and heating value." But Chandler said 
that for some, himself included, woodcutting 
is an end in itself - a "recreation" as much 
as a real fuel necessity. 

There are other drawbacks, of course: 
convenience compared to relative inconveni- * 
ence. 

And more, much more: The dangers in¬ 
volved either in gathering or handling, or 
in the burning of wood. And some of these 
are brand-new dangers, or at least possible 
dangers now being investigated by the people 
who raise a lot of alarums with white mice. 

Among these are a few scientists who 
claim to have found certain carcinogens, or 
cancer-producing agents, in wood smoke. Chand¬ 
ler himself had heard of the potential and 
he said that the carcinogen-woodsmoke issue 
is a "smouldering controversy...It's not rag¬ 
ing yet, just smouldering. There hasn't been 
enough studying yet to be definite." 

Taking part in those studies are var¬ 
ious Air Pollution Control Districts around 
the country. Bishop's APCD man Chuck Fryxell, 
said his office (and presumably others) 
centers its efforts on air pollution situat¬ 
ions, and on the "benzenes" produced by burn¬ 
ing wood - and on the act of lighting up the 
stoves during which time a lot of "particu¬ 
late matter" wafts into the air. Fryxell says 
he thinks that the results of studies will in 
no way inhibit the burning of wood in stoves, 
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but that there may be demands for technolog¬ 
ical changes in stove manufacturing and de¬ 
sign - and possibly some restrictions on the 
fuel burned in them. Meanwhile, his office is 
keeping a serious eye on that Big Pine sub¬ 
division and its ranks of spewing chimneys. 
Rolling Green homes, he said, are by far the 
worst offenders in the local smog problem. 

"It is a particularly bad area," he says."The 
smoke just seems to hang there." 

And when the complaints come in to APCD 
and when the wood-burners defend themselves 
by claiming that "in the old days everybody 
burned wood," Fryxell replies, with obvious 
reasoning, that in the "old days" there were 
not nearly so many people living together in 
so many houses row-on-row. 

And that may be the crux of the whole 
energy problem: Increasing numbers of people 
trying to live in, and stay warm in, a world 
of correspondingly diminishing resources. Ev¬ 
en those millions of trees up there in the 
mountains that we have for so long taken for 
granted as being endless now seem to be ser¬ 
iously threatened. And the threat is not one 
to be concerned about tomorrow ; it takes 
very little figuring to determine how long 
it will take for five thousand holders of 
private permits (not counting the illegal 
wood cutters) to take down much of the Inyo 
National Forest, a cord or two at a time, 
in the immediate future. 

Whatever technology turns up - if in¬ 
deed it turns up at all - will probably have 
to take into account the very real problems, 
like those of people to old, or too poor, to 
pay the power and gas bills, and clearly un¬ 
able to gather their share of a diminishing 
wood supply. 

Even now, as an Inyo supervisor says, 
there are people in Bishop who go to bed with 
the sun. And in other areas people freezing 
to death are already just a matter of slide- 
rule statistics. 

Chain-saws, anyone? a 

At least one of the area's chief energy 
suppliers has found a ready fuel source 
for many of its employees and officials. 
Thanks to its groundwater pumping, the 
DWP annually provides hundreds of dead 
and dying trees over thousands of acres 
of DWP-owned land. DWP employees are al¬ 
lowed, even encouraged, to remove the 
tree skeletons which of late have be¬ 
come an embarrassment to DWP. Last sum¬ 
mer, DWP opponents inadvertently aided 
DWP's wood-hunt - by tacking red flags 
to dead trees which were then cut dohn. 
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Al Winter is disgusted and fed up. Trucks keep rolling into his house and into the old 
car he has parked as a barrier. He has been hit five times. For story, read B.K.'s notes. 
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SO ABC CALLED UP FROM LOS ANGELES, all flashy over the fact that The 
Mountain had been sprinkled with all of five or six inches of snow, 
and so they wanted some film (Filmateleven, y'know). So here I go up 
to Mammoth with the cameraman to get it, slipping around in the ice 
and snow. This editor whom I hire for a pittance took a look around 



Benett 

Kessler 


and allowed as how it's high-time we brought the old Inyo County News-Letter up into Mono 
County where, we are told, people are suffering for the lack of real news except for, would 
you believe, The Mammoth Muckraker? So here we are. Hi there, folks! If you like our stuff 
(We've been around for three years, and most folks south of Sherwin Grade like it), then 
write to our Forum Page-, if you don't, complain to Wally Charleston. 

***** 


ON THE ADVICE OF A FRIEND (a very good friend, as it turned out) , I bought silver at five- 
sixty-one and gold at a hundred-and-ten (Not the Krugerrands or ingots although they're 
very good, but the source , a little ole mine), and these proved to be very good indeed. 

And so, pardon the pun, a lot of people who got in early are making a mint on metal. But 
in the larger picture, that's not helping anything at all: Stocks are down, the dollar is 
down, unemployment is rising, and the increases in gold and silver may be causing some of 
the trouble. Here's why: Money put into metal is not money invested , not in the sense of 
providing capital for job-producing industry and production. And so production and the 
gross national product (which is very gross, for sure) takes another dive. Then metal goes 
up again, a vicious circle as it were. At deadline time, a silver quarter minted before 
1965 had gone up to $6.75 - and rising. Gold had long since passed the $800 mark. But watch 
it, if you're thinking about getting on the bandwagon this late. Usually, when the little 
guy starts to buy in, the big boys are already planning to sell. The Russians (second- 
largest producers of gold in' the* world)are getting rich off petrodollars. 

***** 


HE HASN'T SUED ANYBODY YET - not yet - but Al Winter, the pianist at the Tennis Club in Big 
Pine, has about had it with the truck stop across the way from his house on 395. That's Al 
looking disgruntled over there on the opposite page. Al's lament is that in the past year 
several trucks parked at the Country Kitchen Cafe and the Chevron station have rolled a- 
cross the highway into his fence and/or house, shed, etc., and more lately into the old 
car he parked out front as a barricade. To the drivers who park on the lot, the parking 
area looks level; it is not. They don't set their brakes, and so when they go in for cof¬ 
fee or whatever the trucks take off on their own in a sort of easterly course into Al's 
property. Al has been hit five times. And the last truck jock that hit him just drove off 
and he added insult to injury when he was caught. "So what," he said, "That old car has 
been hit before. Everybody runs into him anyway." Al's problem is topped by only one more 
that we know of: A Ms. Espinosa who lives out on Van Owen Street in Burbank, has been hit 
more than a dozen times under similar conditions. Her situation is so bad the City of Bur¬ 
bank offered to buy her property. So much for Espinosa, let's get back to Al: To date, the 
truckers or their insurors have paid him about $5000 so far - which leaves him still about 
$2000 short of actual damages, not counting the jangle to his nerves. Winter says he's ask¬ 
ed the property owners to set up signs warning the truck drivers to set their brakes. No 

response as yet, and Al thinks a lot about lawyers and courts and suits and good stuff like 
that. 

***** 


MOE JACOBSON WILL SOON TAKE A NEW JOB.He'll be an account exec at the Bishop office 

of Dean Witter Reynolds, the brokerage firm. Of late, Moe has been associated with Bishop 
radio (KIOQ-FM), selling commercial time. So now he'll be a stock broker - maybe just the 
shot in the arm that the sluggish old market needs! Moe, I've got these shares of Hobart; 
sell, please, if they ever get back up to twenty-three. 


(Continued, next page) 
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(B.K., Cofttinued) 


SO THERE I WAS PRACTICALLY STRIPPED DOWN TO MY GOOSE BUMPS AND ALL READY FOR A SOAK in the 
hot-tub. These things are getting very popular these days. Then along comes the fun-killer, 
a federal health agency statistician, with the bad news: The hot tubs (and hot ditches, 
and hot creeks, and hot etceteras) can kill you. Says the health agency: If you're soaking 
in water at 106 degrees you can suffer brain damage or death. If you've been drinking and 
you're in water at 104 degrees, it can kill. So cool it, okay? 

***** 


VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: Newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. Greg Day. He's the Bishop lawyer. 
They were seen giving friends a big hello, dining out one recent evening at the Paradise. 

** * * * 


FELLOW TRAVELERS DEPARTMENT: Now it's a full house, or would you call it a flush since 
they're all of a kind-the Northern Inyo Hospital Board. Since the appointment of Tom 

Turner to the board, the board has been one-hundred percent Masonic. 

***** 


LOOKING FOR AN ENDORSEMENT FOR A PRODUCT - OR FOR AN IDEA? Sorry, folks, but I'm not 
into peddling soap chips, Post Toasties, toothpaste or initiatives that would limit 
growth in Inyo County. And now, thanks to an unfortunate letter bearing my name (and 
presumably written to me) which has been mailed to the media and to several local 
agencies, it would appear that I somehow endorse or support the proposed initiative 
The "Friends of Inyo Petition Carriers" and the "Inyo Property Owners Association" 

A men, ber of which suggested that it would be financially rewarding to me to support 
the no-growth drive) in no way have my endorsement. Why, I hardly know any of them l 


***** 

ANOTHER MYTH DISPELLED: You know the one about women drivers? Although I doubt if any of 

oiix hero types will want to hear it, or believe it.the facts are these: Women drivers 

are three times better and safer drivers than males, according to a national actuarial sur¬ 
vey. The national insurance statistics are backed up by psychological studies. And why 
are we better drivers? The psychological studies prove conclusively that the little boys 
up to 40-or-so-years feel they have to drive like maniacs -aggressively - because they have 
serious doubts about their masculinity . They like to drag Main Street, and they have the 
nobody's-going-to-pass-me attitude because of certain latent homosexual tendencies. But the 


surveyors did allow the lads a point or two: The statistics were increased - slightly - by 
the fact that males (I'm hesitant to use the word men in this case) drive more miles than 
women. All of which brings us to this logical suggestion for the DMV: Why not give male 
license applicants a Psychological Sexual Security Test as part of the license examination? 
Then we ladies could separate the men from the boys just by asking to see their drivers' 
licenses? As if we did not already know! Right, fellas? 

***** 


BEST-QUOTABLE-LINE-WE'VE-HEARD-ALL-YEAR DEPARTMENT: Asked by an NBC Real People interview¬ 
er how she avoided boredom in Death Valley Junction's remote isolation, Artist-Dancer Mar¬ 
ta Becket replied: " With an imagination, how could anyone ever be bored?" Marta and husband 
Tom Williams operate the Junction's Amargosa Opera House. And more news on that: With help 
of a non-profit foundation not unlike their own, they hope to purchase the property from 
Peter Simon, the Nevada casino entrepreneur. (Donations needed, desired and requested, 
thanks.) Next time you're in Death Valley, drop in and see what they have done there. 

ADD TO QUOTABLE QUOTES: (Overheard at a large dinner party one recent evening) : "I've not 
decided why they have a planning commission - except as a front." The quotee is none other 
than Jean Jarvis who was recently appointed to the Inyo PC. And we. ..tend to agree; what¬ 
ever the PC does, the board of supervisors has final say. Those projects that appeal to 
the board go through, others don't. Depends on who your buddies are at the courthouse. 

***** 

FOR YEARS, DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER BONDS WERE A PRETTY GOOD BUY: Tax-free investment 
at 5.2% with maturity in the year 2010. With the money derived from the sale of bonds DWP 
built lots of nice things like aqueducts, reservoirs, groundwater pumping systems and dams 
that had a surprising tendency to break and drown a lot of people. Now DWP is offering 7% 
on its bonds. But, lo and behold, in an age of double-digit inflation, they're at the bot¬ 
tom of the market. Who needs it? In any case, with DWP having to lay out 35% more to get 








operating capital, you can count on the price of DWP services going up just about anytime 
that it pleases the big bosses at L.A. - unless Inyo can convince the legislature to get the 
PUC to rule DWP . Don't kid yourself; DWP is on a big-money trip (and maybe that explains 
in part why now the department seems willing to sell some of its properties. Meanwhile, 
the DWP brass maintains its lifestyle - wining and dining the entire California delegation 
in Washington, for instance, and underwriting luxury trips for VIP's. And guess who is pay¬ 
ing the tab for all that? If you have any doubts, look at your water and power bills. 

***** 

r.AGLR EDITOR DEPARTMENT ; That's Olir Man Heston in the pictures below. He was covering the 
Lone Pine fire along with the rest of us when he, an angry fireman and a deputy got into a 
hassle and created almost as good a show as the fire. I just happened to grab up my own 
little camera to snap the action when it happened - and here's how it went down: 



...a fireman warned him 
away.. . Heston took this 
picture. The fireman 
shouted that a plate glass 
window might explode out¬ 
ward , and with a pike 
separated the photo¬ 
grapher from the window 
just as Heston made the 
picture. Angered, the 
fireman called for a dep¬ 
uty as... 


(Continued, next page) 


Heston was shoot¬ 
ing stilIs for 
the News-Letter 
(He also shot the 
Channel 7 tele¬ 
vision footage 
shown that night) 
and he was work¬ 
ing in close 
to the firemen 
- too close, 
as it turned 
out. As he 
came up on 
the side¬ 
walk near 
the fire.. 
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...Heston began his retreat 
- walking right into the arms of the 
approaching officer, William 
Lutze. Heston said later that 
he should have known better 
than to work so close 
to the fire without protect¬ 
ive clothing (He himself had 
served as a volunteer fire¬ 
man in the 60's)...Had 
the window exploded there 
would have been little chance 
that he would have escap¬ 
ed injury. 




1 we at 


Deputy Lutze had been directing 
traffic when he was summoned by the 
fireman. Grasping the photog¬ 
rapher's arm, he walked and 
pushed him to the centerline of 
the street. Heston said Lutze 
had been courteous - "but firm." 
Crowd lining the sidewalks clearly 
enjoyed the apparent scuffle 
- and applauded the deputy. 


Planted firmly "past the centerline" of 1 
the street, Heston wasted no VR ' 
time going back to work, 
and Officer Lutze went back to his 
traffic assignment. 

•..And that's the way it is when you 
have klutzy photographers like Our Man 
Heston. But then he did get the pic¬ 
tures . 

***** 

...And may the news in your day, be 
good news every day. 

- Sincerely,/ 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

land exchanges and development 
....It's not the Forest Serv¬ 
ice's responsibility to prov¬ 
ide low-cost housing." 

The Forest Service had 
allowed Crandel a permit for 
the park which originally be¬ 
gan as an RV Park. Eventually, 
however, trailers moved in un¬ 
der what were then rather lax 
controls and regulations; the 
RV Park became a permanent 
home, more or less, for scores 
of people. Adams said Crandel 
had agreed last year to the 
"phase-out" of those residents, 
and that 17 have already left, 
with 50 to go. And now many of 
these, faced with Mammoth's 
soaring living-space costs, 
are balking. Adams admits that 
what space is available is in¬ 
deed very costly and far be¬ 
yond the range of most work¬ 
ers' pocketbooks. Right now, 
Manzanita has space for 140 RV 
occupants. If present plans go 
through, the park will accomo¬ 
date 400. 

Mammoth, too, it seems, 
has its "growth" issues, and, 
not unlike Inyo's, they begin 
to look more and more like 
"class" issues with the more 
affluent crowding out the oth¬ 
ers . 

****** 

"Growth" opponents push 
for petition signatures 

INYO'S OWN GROWTH-WATCH- 
er and would-be restricter,An¬ 
dy Anderson, hopes to go to the 
polls with his crusade backed 
by several scores of Inyo peo¬ 
ple (mostly Bishop) who have 
banded together under the name 
of the Inyo Property Owners 
Association. 

As the month drew to a 
close, Anderson expressed con¬ 
fidence in his - and the asso¬ 
ciation's - ability to garner 
a required 800 signatures on a 
petition that would put a 
growth-restricting initiative 
on Inyo's ballot. Two commit¬ 
tees have been set up under the 
somewhat euphemistic titles 
"Friends of Inyo" and "Friends 
of Bishop" to circulate the 
petitions. Last week, Anderson 
was declining to give any fig¬ 
ures on just how many names the 
petitions now bear, but, he said, 
"We'll be getting more than we 
need " (at least 600 in the 
county, 200 more in Bishop it¬ 
self) . 

In essence, the initia¬ 
tive severely restricts - or 
through a complex point-rating 
system makes highly complicat¬ 
ed - any proposal to build or 


expand developments; like hous¬ 
ing, for instance, which is 
sorely needed in Inyo. 

Stung by charges that his 
organization wants to "stop" 
growth, rather than to"limit" 
growth, Anderson and his fol¬ 
lowers took pains to include in 
the initiative a questionable ' 
assurance: "This initiative 
petition is not intended to 
stop growth in Inyo County,but 
it is designed to limit unwar¬ 
ranted development and preserve 
the quality of life and protect 
the environment from irreversi¬ 
ble damage." Anderson oppon¬ 
ents were not sure of that, and 
some were quick to ask, after 
seeing the petition, just who 
would define "unwarranted de¬ 
velopment . " 

The indications are that 
the supervisors would have to 
hash over every development and 
determine - on a point system - 
just what would be built, and 
what would be turned down. A 
potential builder would, in ef¬ 
fect, face the following obsta¬ 
cles to his project:(1) a deci¬ 
sion from the supervisors on 
how to set up "allotments"; (2) 
submission of a precise plan 
application; (3) an evaluation 
from the planning director; 

(4) a citizens' committee exam¬ 
ination of the proposed devel¬ 
opment and a committee's desig¬ 
nation of "points" according 
to a special system; (5) a su¬ 
pervisors' further allowance 
of allotments based on points 
and recommendations; (6) a fur¬ 
ther application to the plan¬ 
ning commission for "environ¬ 
mental determination"; and, 
finally, (7) a possible appeal 
process in one or all of the 
several steps. 

Anderson's biggest* battle 
may be in southern Inyo where 
opponents of the anti-growth 
advocates question why they 
should be subjected to a coun¬ 
ty-wide initiative that would 
inhibit growth, much needed 
there. And opposition from 
northern Inyo comes from those 
who were just beginning to en¬ 
joy an economic upturn after 
many years of a virtual stand¬ 
still. 

***** 

Legislature may call for 
state to underwrite libraries 

SO-CALLED BREAD-AND-BUT- 
ter services, those cherished 
government activities that en¬ 
rich the pocketbooks or the 
comforts of the taxpayers, are 
usually the last to get the ax 
when cutbacks are called for. 

Not so for less tangible ser¬ 


vices, however - such as the 
libraries. 

But the library's step¬ 
child status may soon change, 
if pending legislation suc¬ 
ceeds. Even in the crunch of 
Jarvis, and the looming spec¬ 
tre of Jarvis II, a few think¬ 
ing liberals in the state leg¬ 
islature managed to draft a 
bill and steer it through the 
opposition of a committee; it 
is a bill that would provide 
some help for California's 
needy libraries. 

It was good news for In¬ 
yo Librarian Jay Ector who 
said SB 958 will "give us a 
permanent flooring for state 
funding on a definite basis - 
more like the schools." As 
"permanent," that is, as any¬ 
thing in government can be. 

The bill calls for an expend¬ 
iture of $11 to be spent for 
each individual in any county 
served by a library - or about 
$195,000 for Inyo County. The 
state would be required to put 
up 30%, and local government 
70%. Last year's county libra¬ 
ry budget came to $170,000, 
and under the new bill, the 
county's cost would be less: 
about $138,000. Now the quest¬ 
ion is whether the legislators 
will buy it; Ector thinks the 
bill "stands a pretty good 
chance." 

The bill itself explains 
that California's libraries 
face "a deepening fiscal cris¬ 
is" because of Proposition 13, 
and it views the library as an 
"extension" of education, "a 
source of information and in¬ 
spiration to persons of all a- 
ges, cultural backgrounds and 
economic status." 

****** 

■ A1o-ha , you-all! 

UNDETERRED BY THE STORMS 
that recently crashed with tid¬ 
al wave force over the Hawaii¬ 
an Islands, Inyo and Mono va¬ 
cationers booked several 
flights into the islands. The 
very publicity of the storm 
may have aroused curiosity and 
interest in the islands which 
have become a favorite vacat¬ 
ion spot for people of this 
area. The High Sierra Travel 
Service's Nancy Varnum of Bi¬ 
shop said Hawaii's recent 
storms "weren't that bad any¬ 
way," that Waikiki suffered 
some high wind and surf, and 
serious damage was caused only 
in one area on Maui... Certain¬ 
ly no cause for stateside 
types to give up their luaus 
and Hawaii's celebrated night 
life. 












THIS GUY 
WILL I 


IF THE PEOPLE OF 
INYO AND MONO 


He lives in a palace; we have a housing shortage . He 
has a fleet of Rolls-Royces and Caddies; many of us 
drive "economy cars." He has made billions (mostly 
off of us)-and how did your tax^devoured paycheck 
look last month? Worse still, he actually holds the 
control over the very future of the Eastern Sierra, although a lot of people are ignorant 
of that fact - or refuse to accept it . He has that power because he controls the price 
and the availability of oil and therefore gasoline . Ours is almost entirely a tourist-bas¬ 
ed economy . When the gas runs out, is rationed, or becomes too expensive, people from the 
southland will look for other vacation spots closer to home . (Surveys already show that , 
overall, business is down by 20-25% in the two counties due directl y to qrali- jjsli-ne costs 
- and we don't even have a "crisis" l It r s a certainty that the Eastern Si^^^L is going to 
have to become independent; it will have to promote and encoura ge non-po^lj^^mg industry 
and j ob-creatin cr production . We now have a choice, but we have to work fajs^^We can allow 
the "no-Growth" people - and this guy - to control our economy - or we can start now to 
do it ourselves . Write to your officials, call them. Your job, your future, is at stake . 
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